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For tue Connecticut Evan- 
GELICAL MAGAZINE. 


Attempts to propagate the gofpel a- 
mong the Indians in New-Eng- 
land, §Se. 


[Continued from p. 14.] 
NUMBER V. 
Cuap. I. Section IIL. 


A general and brief account of the 
propagation of the gofpel among 
the Indians on the ifland of Nan- 
tucket—An epitome of the lives 
of three eminent Indian miniflers, 
twoof whom, at leaf, (if not 
the other,) were at times Maif- 
foonaries to their countrymen, as 
well as paftors to a particular 
church—Some ufeful anecdotes. 


HE compiler of this work 

has not, as yet, met with 

any particular account of the prop- 
agation of the gofpel among the 
Indians onthe ifland of Nantucket, 
or of the /pecial {tate of religion in 
early times. Mr. Matthew May- 
hew obferves in general, “* That as 
in the apoftolic times, the church 
fent forth from among themfelves 
[Evangelifts] for the converfion 
of the nations; fo thefe Indians 


Vou. IIL. No. 5. 





on Martha’s Vineyard did to the 
ifland of Nantucket. 

Dr. C. Mather acquaints us, 
that after a church was embodied 
at Martha’s Vineyard, and min- 
ifters ordained, a church of Indians 
was guickly gathered at Nantuck- 
et, who chofe John Gibbs, an 
Indian, to be their minifter.— 
He obferves further, that thefe 
churches, viz. that on Nantucket, 
as well as that on the Vineyard, 
are fo exact in their admiffion, fo 
folemn in their difcipline, and fo 
ferious in their communion, that 
fome of the Chriftian Englifh in 
the neighborhood, who would 
have been loth to have mixed with 
them in a civil relation, yet have 
gladly done it in a facred one. 

And it appears by a letter pub- 
lithed in 1671, that'Thomas May- 
hew, Efg. was attentive to the 
religious concerns, not only of the 
Indians on his own ifland, but of 
thofe on Nantucket: ** The pray 
ing Indians, both on the Vineyard 
and Nantucket, depend on him as 
the great inftrument of God for 
their good.”” This is all, that I 
have, as yet, been able to collect. 

As the great defign of the 
Evangelical Magazine is to pros 
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mote religious knowledge, piety, 
and morality: And as one de- 
fign of the prefent compilation is 
to exhibit traits of the religious 
character of fome of thofe among 
the Indians who embraced Chrif- 
tianity, efpecially of fome of their 
public teachers, for the good of 
others; I fhall, before I enter 
upon the hiflory of Mr. Eliot’s 
labors, communicate fomething 
of this kind in the prefent fec- 
tion. Inthe introduétion it was 
propofed to include in this work 
an epitome of the life and char- 
acter of diftinguifhed miffionaries. 

As fome of the firit ordained In- , 
dian minifters were alfo miffionaries 
totheircountrymen,and honoredby 
the Great Head of the church as 
inftruments of fpecial good to 
them, and furnifhed very fatis- 
faftory evidence, that they were 
endowed with a rational, Chriftian 
zeal in the caufe ; it may be pro- 
per in itfelf, ufeful to fome, and 
grateful to ferious readers to give 
{cme brief account of their lives 
and charaéters, and a {pecimen of 
the fpeeches of fome of them up- 
on fpecial occafions. A few 
anecdotes may be added, which, 
to fome perfons, may not be 
wholly unentertaining. 

ln the fpeeches of Indian min- 
ifters, and other Chriflians of their 
nation, the pious reader will dif- 
cover, and be pleafed with a vein 
of ferioufnefs, and many pertinent 
thoughts, calculated to imprefs 
the minds of the hearers with 
things of the laft importance : In 
their difcourfes they difcover a 
mind deeply impreffed with a 
fenfe of the reality and infinite 
value of religion, and of the con- 
fummate folly and danger of its 
contrary—of all vice aud impiety 
—A mind fraught with benevo- 
lence to their families, to ther 
neighbors, and countrymen 
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general. Confidering their difad- 
vantages in refpeét to education, 
it may be allowed, that the fim. 
plicity of their ftyle and manner, 
rather adds grace to their per- 
formances. 

It will be pleafing to difcover 
the great and happy change made 
by Chriftianity, refpe&ting their 
fentiments, temper, manners, and 
future profpects. 

Or HIACOOMES. 


As a general account of the 





converlion, and public, as well as 
| private evangelic labors of Hiae 
| coomes, the firft Chriftian In. 
dian and minifler on Martha’s 
| Vineyard, has been communica- 
ted already, I may be more brief 
in the account of him. What is 
written is abridged mainly from 
Rev. Experience Mayhew’s In- 
dian converts.— 

The defcent of this man was 
efteemed by his countrymen as 
mean—his fpeech was flow, and 
his countenance not very promif- 
ing : He was therefore, by the 
Indian Sachems, and others of 
their principal men, viewed asa 
low perfon, fearcely worthy of 
their notice and regard : How- 
ever, to the Englifh he foon dif- 
covered himfelf to be of a friendly, 
modeft, and inquifitive turn of 
mind, difpofed to improve his 
knowledge from his new neigh- 
bors, by learning fomething which 
might be advantageous to him ; 
and they thought him very wor- 
thy of their notice. 

Soon after an acquaintance 
with the Englifh had been form- 
ed, he went to their religious af- 
fembly, and was obferved by Mr. 
Mayhew. The ftcps taken by 
this gentlemen for his iufrudtion 

—the means ufed for his conver- 
fon, and the divine blefling ac- 
conipanying them, have bee D brie of. 
ly related 1a the firft numbex.— 
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His following condu&, through 
a long life, left no doubt on the 
minds of his religious acquaint- 
ance of his being a real Chriftian; 
and indeed he was generally ef- 
teemed one of diftinguifhed rank. 

Soon after his converfion to 
Chriftianity, he expreffed an ear- 
neft defire to learn to read, that 
he might be in a better way to 
increafe in knowledge ; and being 
prefented with a fuitable book, 
he carried it about with him, till, 
by the affiftance of fuch as were 
willing to inftruét him, he attain- 
ed to what he had in view.* 

Asfoon as Mr. Mayhew found, 
that Hiacoomes had gained a 
competent knowledge of Chrif- 
tianity, he employed him, as he 
had opportunity, to inftru@, in 
private, as many of his country- 
men, as would give hima hearing. 

Some foon began to hearken to 
him, yet did not feem to be duly 
afeGed with the truths taught by 
him ; and many utterly reje&ed 
them; however he perfevered, 
notwithitanding all difcourage- 
ments. 

But after the epidemic, and fe- 
vere ficknefs among them in the 
year 1646, many of the people 
being put upon ferious confidera- 
tion, particularly fome men in 
power, thefe, and many others 
defired to be inftru€ted by him. 





* This good man has fet a worthy 
example. Such examples onght to be 
imitated by thofe adults among the 
Englith-Americans, who, either thro’ 
the cruel neglect of parents, or maf- 
ters, or their own negligence and obfti- 
nacy, or from fome other caufe, have 
not learned this ufeful and important 
art. Lew, if any at this day need re- 
main ignorant of it, if they are not 
wanting to themfelves. That refolu- 
tion and perfeverance, which many dif- 
cover in matters of lefs confequence, 
would overcome all difficulties which 
may appear in the way. 
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And now the Indians began, 
not only to give fome credit to 
the truths communicated by Hiz- 
coomes ; but were alfo awakened 
by what they heard, and believ- 
ed, fo as humbly to confefs their 
fins, and to be concerned how they 
fhould obtain the pardon of them; 
and alfo to renounce their own 
gods and powows, and promife to 
ferve the true God only. Hia- 
coomes could now tell Mr. May- 
hew, That this was the firft time, 
that ever he fae the Indians fenfi- 
ble of their fins. 

From the year 1646, Hia- 
coomes was heard as a publie 
fpeaker by a confiderable number 
of the Indians : And God gave 
him not only light, but courage al- 
fo for this work ; and the Indians 
then faid of him, ** That though 
formerly he had been a harmlefs 
man among them, yet he had not 
been at all accounted of ; and 
therefore they wondered that As, 
who had nothing to fay in their 
meetings formerly, was now be- 
come the teacher of them all.” 

This is very obfervable, that 
when he enumerated before the 
people the fins, of which they 
were guilty ; inftead of being pro- 
voked at him for his plainnefs and 
fidelity, many of them, with tears, 
confeffed their guilt, and promif- 
edto turn to the true God, and 
ferve Him only, and feek for the 
pardon of their fins through the 
blood of his Son, the only Saviour 
of finners. 

Under a particular affliction, 
which muit have given a deep 
wound to the tender heart of a 
parent, he exhibited a fubmiflive 
temper and behaviour. God, in 
his Providence fo ordered, that 
none of the praying Indians, or 
their children died; ’till 1650. 
In this year, He was pleafed to 
remove, by death, a young child 
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of Hiacoomes. He was enabled 
to fhow an excellent example up- 
on the occafion. At the funeral, 
none of the heathenifh rites, which 
were once ufual among them in 
fimilar cafes, were to be feen, or 
heard—no black faces, or goods 
buried, or howling over the dead ; 
but inftead of thefe things, a pa- 
tient refignation of the child to 
Him who gave it. At the fune- 
ral, Mr. Mayhew made a fpeech 
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none, except near relatives, more 

heartily and deeply lamented Mr. 

Mayhew’s premature death, than 
e.— 

He exhibited, as occafions re- 
quired, the various graces of the 
Chriftian life. 

He appeared to love his Re- 
deemer with ardor of affection. 
In nothing did his love to his di- 
vine Saviour more appear, than 
in a rational and fervent zeal to 


concerning the refurreétion of the | promote his caufe among the na- 


godly, and their children to life 
eternal at the laft day; which 


tives. While only a preacher a- 
mong them, he was diligent in his 


great truth this good man, and | work, fervent in fpirit, ferving the 


his Chriftian connexions believing, 
mourned not, as thofe who had 
no hope were accultomed to do. 
Hiacoomes evidently exhibited 
the amiable grace of humility. 
Though God gave him much fuc- 
cefs in his miniftry, yet he did not 
appear, in any degree, to be ela- 
ted on this account: Nor did he, 
upon this, think himfelf fufficient 
for the work of the miniftry ; but 
thought he {till needed the con- 
tinual help of Mr. Mayhew, to 
whom he therefore ftill reforted, 
that he might gain flill further 
acquaintance with the extenfive 
fcience of theology, and be better 
qualified for teaching the natives 
in public and private.* Perhaps 





* It would be well, if fome Englifh- 
American teachers would learn wif- 
dom, and confiftency from this worthy 
indian preacher—that they would ufe 
fuitable human means, as far as in their 
power, to gain knowledge, while they 
profefs to depend upon affiftance from 
heaven. ‘foo many enthufiafts are to 
be found, who profefs to defpife fome 
important means for the acquifition of 
Chriftian knowledge, and to depend 
upon immediate teachings from above, 
by which they may be guided in their 
fentiments and words; and many de- 
elare, and wifh to be believed upon the 
eredit of their own affertions, that they 
have extraordinary communications of 
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Lord. He plaiuly and faithful. 
ly reproved their fins—calledthem 
to repentance, and faith in Jefus 
Chrift, and to holinefs of heart 
and life; and in this caufe, did 
not fear the face of man; tho’ 
at firft, and for feveral years after, 
he had many inveterate and pow- 
erful enemies. 

After he was ordained in the 
year 1670, he performed all paf- 
toral fervices with zeal and fidel- 
ity ; and perfifted in the good 
work, till age had fo reduced the 


| vigor both of mind and body, as 











ro render him, in a great meafure, 
incapable of purfuing it: How- 
ever, when very much taken off 
from public fervices, he did what he 
could in other ways, to promote 
the general caufe; and feemed 
determined to do what good he 
was able as long as he lived. 
He furvived his colleague, John 





this kind. But to fay the leaft, the 
public performances of many make evi- 
dent, that their pretenfions are vain. 

A dependence upon divine teachings 
is an important duty, which every hum- 
ble Chriftian will readily, and chear- 
fully perform ; but it ought ever to be 
bn connexion with human means, ap- 
pointed by God himfelf for the acqui- 
fition of theknowledge of divine things, 
and an ability to teach them to others 
with perfpicuity. 
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Tackanafh, and made a grave 
{peech at his funeral, the fub- 
ftance of which was taken in wri- 
ting by Rev. John Mayhew :— 
Part of it I fthall tranfcribe—it 
may be grateful to fome— 

“ Here,”’ faid he, “1s my de- 
ceafed brother. Paul faid, this 
body is fown in corruption ; but 
it fhall be raifed in ftrength: Now 
it is a pitiful mean body ; but 
then it fhall be a glorious body : 
Yea, however this body fhall be 
confumed, and be, as if it had nev- 
er been, as it were turned into 
nothing ; yet the power of God 
fhall bring it forth again, and 
raife it up an excellent, and glo- 
rious body : At the refurreétion 
it fhall not be asyou fee it is now; 
now every one is diverfely appa- 
relled ; but all after a mean fort ; 
but the righteous at the refurrec- 
tion fhall have all one uniform glo- 
ry. Thus much I fay as to that.” 

«¢ But I hall now fpeak a fhort 
word to the relations of the per- 
fon deceafed, efpecially to his 
wife andchildren. If you be de- 
firous to fee your father, feek your 
father, for your father went be- 
fore you in every good work ; 
therefore feck your father in ev- 
ery good work, and you fhall find 
your father again; for God’s 
mercies are exceeding great.” 

This good man ftanding by the 
grave, as it was filling, was heard 
to utter thefe words, ‘ This is 
the laft work, that man can do for 
him; the next work God him- 
{elf willdo.”? When he fpake of 
the refurrection, Mr. Mayhew ob- 
ferves, that he uttered himfelf 
with fuch fervency and confidence, 
#s would have become one, who 
had himfelf aually feen the dead 
raifed. 

Rev. Thomas Mayhew, in a 
Ictter dated 1650, gives Hiacoo- 
pics this worthy chara@ter ; « I 
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mutt needs give him this te‘timo- 
ny, after fome years experience 
of him, that he isa man of a fo- 
ber fpirit, and good converfation ; 
and as he has, as I hope, received 
the Lord Jefus in truth; fo I 
look upon him to be faithful, dil- 
igent and conilant in the work of 
the Lord, for the good of his 
own foul, and his neighbors 
with him.” 

To this teftimony of Mr. May- 
hew may be added one of Rev. 
Henry Whitefield, firit minifter of 
the church of Guilford, Connec- 
ticut. Being about 10 days at 
Martha’s Vineyard, he converfed 
frequently with Hiacoomes ; and 
in a book* which he publithed af- 
ter his return to England, he fays, 
“Thad fpeech with fome of the 
Indians, (Mr. Mayhew being my 
interpreter ;) above the reft, I de- 
fired to fpeak with the Indian, 
who now preaches to them every 
Lord’s day ; his name is Hiacco- 
mes: He feemed to be a man of 
a prompt underflanding—of a fo- 
ber and moderate fpirit ; and a 
man wellreported of for hisconver- 

ation, both by Englifh and In- 
dians : With this man I had of- 
ten fpeech ; and I afked him 
many queftions about the Chrif- 
tian religion, and about his own 
eftate before God, to all which 
he gave me very fatisfaCtory and 
Chriftian anfwers.” 

Such was the character Hia- 
coomes had in the former part of 
his life ; nor did he ever forfeit, 
but fupported it in full through a 
long life ; and I do not learn, 
that his fincerity was ever called 
in queftion by any. 

He was of a great age when 
he made the fpeech above at the 
funeral of his colleague. Rev. 
Experience Mayhewebierves, that 
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he lived feveral years after it, and 
as he thinks, till 1690; but, for 
fome years before his death was 
not able to difcourfe publicly to 
the congregation. 

This gentleman further fays, 
“1 faw him frequently when I 
was a youth, and ftill remember 
the gravity of his countenance, 
{peech and deportment : He feem- 


ed always to fpeak with much | 
thought and deliberation. I was | 


prefent, fays this gentleman, when 
he impofed hands on Japhet, who 
fuceeeded Tackanath ; he prayed 


and gave the charge to him ; 


which fervices he performed with 

great folemnity; ard as a good 

judge, who was prefent, obferved, 
with very pertinent, and fuitable 
expreffions. 

In his laft Gicknefs he uttered 
many pious expreflions, and gave 
good exhortations to all about 
him ; and, as was firmly believed, 
went into eternal relt. 

“ Bleed are the dead, who 
die in the Lord, from henceforth : 
yea faith the f{pirit, that they may 
re{t from their labors. and their 
works do follow them.”’ 

A brief account of Joux Tack- 
ANASH, who was ordained teach- 
er of the firft Indian church on 
Martha's Vineyard, in conjunc- 
tion with Hiacoomes as pajftor, 
in ibe year 1670. 


HE was efteemed a perfon | 


of good abilities, and of a very 
exemplary converfation. His men- 
tal powers were efteemed fuperior, 
not only by the Indians, but by 
thofe Enghth, who were in any 
meafure capable of judging of 
them. He ufed great diligence 
to increafe his knowledge : To 
this end he not only applied his 
mind with affiduity to fludy, and 
allowed himfelf but a very {mall 
fhare of time for relaxation ; but 
alfo frequently had recourfe to 


fuch Englith perfons as took care 
of the Indians, for their inftruc. 
tion in thofe things, in which he 
apprehended, that his own know. 
ledge was deficient. 

By fuch means he fo increafed 
in knowledge as to be efleemed in. 
ferior to none of his own nation 
that fucceeded him: And for a 
| preacher, no Indians in thofe parts 
were thought to equal him. 

Nor was he only efteemed a 
| perfon of gocd knowledge ; but 
| he was, in his converfation blame- 
_lefs—was looked upon, by all 

that knew him, to be a very feri- 
ous, and pious man—-very devout 

and zealous in prayer, preaching, 

and adminiftering the facraments 

of baptifm, and the Lord’s fup- 
‘per. When there was no Englith 

patter upon the ifland, fome feri- 
ous profeffors among the Englifh 
| very cheerfully receivedthe Lord’s 
'fupper 2dminiftered by him ; and 
‘it is fuppofed none would have 
| fcrupled it, had they underitood 
' the Indian language. 

During the time of his minillry 
ihe upheld, and maintained good 
| Chrittian difcipline in the Church; 
| fenfible of its importance to re- 
| claim offenders—prevent vice— 
| promotecircum{peCtion—keep re- 
| ligion from being evil fpoken of 
| —and to accomplifh other weigh- 
| ty purpofes. 

In the beginning of his laft fick- 
nefs he had a very grievous con- 
| fi with Satan, the great adver- 
fary of mankind: But having 
obtained the victory over this 
enemy, his mind was ever after 
calm, aud ferene to the end of 
his life. 

His mind being thus quieted, 
he expreffed a fteadfait hope im 
the mercy of God, through the 
oaly Saviour Jefus Chrift—Gave 
good inftruétions and exhorta- 
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as came to vifit him—nominated | perceive, by an impartial atten. 
three perfons to the church, one | tion to facred and profane hiftory. 
of whom he defired might fucceed , Moreover, we may have further 
him inthe office, which he was | convincing evidence of the truth 
about to lay down; and one of | of the gofpel, if we confider the 


them accordingly did fo. 


He departed this life, January” 
22, 1684. A great number of | 
people affembled to pay their | 
refpeéts to the remains of fuch a 
Many ap- | 
His | 


pious and ufeful man. 
peared to lament his death. 
colleague, and Japhet Hannit, in 
their fpeeches at the grave, dif- 


covered the high fenfe they had | 


admirable change which the Holy 
Spirit appears to have wrought in 
the hearts and lives of fome, who 
profefs they have experienced its 
convicting and converting influ- 
ences. 

But, there is another kind of 
evidence, which may, emphati- 
cally, be termed ternal; and 
which is peculiarly adapted to 


of his worth, and the great lofs | convince and fatisfy true believers, 


the natives fuflained by his remo- 
val.— 
(To be continued. ) 
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A Differtation on the inward fealing, 
or the Earneft of ihe Spirit. 


Ephefiansi. 13, 14- “In whom 





by whom it is experienced. 

“© He who believeth on the Son 
of God hath the witnefs in him- 
felf.” (1 Johny. 10.) Thisin- 
ward lVitnef/s is, as 1 conceive, 
the fame thing as the inward Sea/- 
ingand the Larneft of the Spirit 
of which St. Paul fpeaks, “ In 
whom” (i.e. in Chrift) “ after 
hat ye believed, ye were fealed 


alfo after that ye believed, ye | with that Holy Spirit of promife, 


were fealed with that Holy Spirit 
of promife, which is the carnelt 
of ovr inheritance, until the re- 
demption of the purchafed poffef- 
fion, unto the praife of his glory.” 


HE account which the ferip- 

tures give of the being, per- 
fection and providence of God, 
and of the depraved temper and 
charater of man, tends to con- 
firm us in the belief, that they 
were written by divine infpiration : 
Becaufe the account coincides fo 
well with the knowledge we may ob- 
tain concerning thefe things, by 
a careful cbfervation of the works 


of nature, and the conduct of | 


mankind. ‘To this kind of evi- 
dence may be added thofe ferip- 
ture paflages which relate to the 
common affairs of human hie, and 


which is the earneft of our inher- 
itance, until the redemption of the 
purchafed poffeffion unto the 
praife of his glory.” Eph. i. 13, 
14. In Chrift their head and 
Saviour, true believers are /ealed, 
i. e. confirmed in their faith, and 
affured of their intereft in the heav- 
enly inheritance ; which confirma- 
tion and affurance are wrought in 
their fouls by the immediate tetfti- 
mony, or witnefs of the Holy 
Spirit. This, I conceive, is the 
true import of the term Sealing, 
as it is occurs in the above pailace, 
and in 2 Cor. i. 22. * God hath 











| fealed us,, and given the earneft of 
the Spirit in our hearts.” 
That the Sealing of the Spirit 





'is fome teftimony or evidence 
! . ° 

| which confirms and increafes the 
| believer’s faith, and aflures to 


thofe prophetical predictions, the | him a part in the heavenly inheri- 
accomplifhment of which we may | tance, will more fully appear, if 





168 


we confider the expreffion as an al- 
lufion to the practice of Sealing as 
it refpects things in natural and 
civil life. 

One principal defign of /ealing 
aletter is to fecure its contents 
from the knowledge and ufe of 
perfous, to whom it is not infcri- 
bed. A legal covenant, tranfaét- 
ed between one mari and another, 
is fealed, to confirm and fecure the 
contract. 


On the Larneft of the Spirit. 





In allufton alfo to this practice 
of fealing, Jefus Chriit faid, that | 
“ God the Father had fealed him.” | 
John vi. 27. Thedefcent of the 
Holy Spirit upon Chrift, and the | 
voice from heaven, which faid, | 
This is my beloved Son, in whom | 
I am well pleafed; (Matth. i. | 








{ Noy. 


words. Neverthelefs, J thall at- 
tempt to explain it as perfpicuouf. 
ly as I can. 

I conceive it is an impreffive 
and enlightening operation of the 
Holy Spirit upon the heart of the 
believer ; by which he is delight- 
fully entertained with a fpeeial 
manifeftation of the glory and ex. 
cellency of God and Chrift, and 
with a glimpfe of that heavenly 
light and felicity which enliven 
and entertain the blefled fociety 
of the Spirits of juft men made 
perfe&t : So that he is made to 
rejoice with unfpeakable, or glo- 
rified joy. This delightful ex- 
perience tends greatly to difen- 
gage his affections from fenfual 
things ; it eftablifhes him in the 


16, 17.) together with Chrilt’s | love of God, and inthe belief of 
Givine doctrines, and the miracles | the truths of the Chri‘tian reli- 
which he wrought in the prefence | gion; affures him of his fpiritual 





of the people, were a fuflicient 
evidence and confirmation of his 
being the true Mefliah ; whom it 
was their duty to reverence and 
obey, and in whom they might, 
with the greateit fafety, put their 
truft. 

The Apoftle faith of the believ- 
ing Corinthians, The feal of 
mine Apoftlefhip are ye in the 
Lord.” 1 Cor. ix. 2. They 
vrere an evidence of his divine call: 
For, the grace of God had ac- 
companied his preaching, fo that 
they were converted from their 
{tate of heathenifm and idolatry, 
to the knowledge and fervice of 
the onetrue God. Thus his apof- 
tolical office had a cenfirmation in 
them, by the ef/é of his miniitry, 
as a written agreement is confirmed 
by a feal. 

But what the inward fealing, or 
carneft of the Spirit is, and how 
it is wrought in the foul, and dif- 
cerned by the underflanding of the 
perfon fealed, is more fully known 
by expericnce, than expreiled by 


adoption, and union to Chrift, 

and, confequently, of his future 
#admiffion into the prefence and full 
enjoyment of God. 

This manifeftation being given 
| by the fpirit of truth, after be- 
lieving in Chrift, it differs eflen- 
tially from all delufive experien- 
ces ; andis as fure a token that he 
isthetrue Saviour, whowillreceive 
thofe to glory who believe in his 
name, as the brighteft dawning of 
day in the eaft, is of the approach- 
ing fun. 

This I confider as the inward 
fealing, earneft, or witnefs of the 
Spirit. And it feems to be di- 
reGly and immediately adapted 
| to excite and encourage the be- 
| liever to walk in newnels of life, 
'and to confirm and fecure him 
againft infidel principles, and the 
alluring temptations of the pref- 
ent evil world. 

Through the rebellion of their 
own depraved hearts, and the op- 
pofition of the wicked world 
around them, Chriftians have ma- 
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ny trials with which they mutt 
confia. ‘Their experience leads 
them to expect much tribulation 
intheir way to heaven. And left 
their hearts faint and be difcoura- 
ged under the profpect of evil be- 
fore them, God mercifully favors 
them with fome fpecial difplays of 
his excellence, and with preliba- 
tions of future glory. In thofe 
feafons of experience they have 
the moft refined and fatisfying de- 
light, which the rational foul is 
capable of enjoying on earth. 
And, hereby, they moft clearly 
perceive that the fpiritual and holy 
joys of true believers differ widely 
and effentially from thofe fenfual 
pleafures which the impenitent fo 
eagerly purfue. Therefore, when 
they are under preffing affliction, 
the recollection of their former 
fweet enjoyment, and the pledge 
of their future felicity, will excite 
their humility and patience to en- 
dure, and will ftrengthen their 
hope of obtaining feafonable re- 
lief. Thus, when God caufed 
the waves and billows of affliction 
to go over the Pfalmitl, he, for 
fupport, feems to recollect fome 
feafons when, it is likely, God 
gave him :pecial tokens of his 
love and power, and gladdened his 
heart with the light of his counte- 
nance. * O my God, my foul is 
caft down within me: therefore, 
will I remember thee from the 
land of Jordan and of the Her- 
monites, from the hill Mizar. 
The Lord wil! command his lov- 
ing-kindnefs in the day-time, and 
in the night fhall his fong be with 
me. J fhall yet praife him for the 
help of his countenance.”’ 

A real believer having tafted 
that the Lord is good, and been 
fealed with fpecial manifeftations 
of his love, the impreffion cannot 
be erafed from his mind ; but he, 
like David, will be defirous for 

Vor. Lil, No. 5. 


the continuance of fuch experi- 
ences. “ Thou art my God ; ear- 
ly will I feek thee: My foul 
thirfteth for thee, my flefh longeth 
for thee in a dry and thirfty land 
where no water is: ‘To fee thy 
power and thy glory, foas I have 
feen thee in the fan¢tuary.”’ 

But, though thefe feafons of 
fweet delight do not often occur 
to the beft Chriftians; nor, ufue 
ally, continue long when they do; 
yet, on account of their worth 
and precioufnels, they may be con- 
fidered as the golden paffages of 
their lives ; and {hould be remen- 
bered, and thankfully improved. 
When Jacob fled from the wrath 
of his brother Efau, God met 
him with a wonderful manifefta- 
tion of his glory aad guardian 
protection. Aiid Jacob faid, * This 
is none other but the houfe of 
God, and this is the gate of hea- 
wen.” And he took a ftone and 
fet it up as a pillar of remem- 
brance ; and called the name of 
that place Bethel : i. e. the houfe 
of God. Truly, there was much 
propriety inthe name. For, the 
people of God, while in the itate 
of mortality, never feel his pref- 
ence fo fenfibly, nor have fo inti- 
mate communion with him, as 
when he approacheth to their 
fouls, by fpecial manifeflations of 
the excellence of his attributes. 
If any deiftical perfons call thefe 
things imaginary and vain; I 
would modeitly reply : They 
fpeak evil of thofe things which 
they know not. ‘Fhey bave not 
found the Meffiah, whofe wildom 
and glory excel the fame they 
have heard. 

How condefcending is the love 
of God, to approach fo {pecially 
to their hearts, whom his effica- 
cious and irrefiftible grace con- 
verts, enlightens and purifies! A 








confideration of the mercy fhould 
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excite their reverential regard for 
his name; and humility and 
felf-abafement with refpe€t to 
themfelves. When Elijah had 
an extraordinary view of God’s 
majefty and glory, fo deep was his 
reverence, that he wrapped his 
face inhis mantle before he con- 
verfed with him. When Job had 
a very clear view of the Divine 
charaticr, he faid, * Behold, I 


am vile J—J abhor aie and 
repent.” When Daniel, a man 


greatly beloved of God, had a 


wonderful vilion of the manifefla- 


tion of God’s glory, a (played 
in the angel of his prefence, “his 
comelinefs was tur: =, into cor- 
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ruption.”? His own nature and | 
character, whea viewed in the 


light of that vilion, appeared very 
defied and vile. The difcovery 
and impreflion were fo affecting, 
that his bodily ftrength was much 
weakened. Similar accounts are 
recorded of other eminent faints. 

Having civen fome brief de- 
{cription of the {pecial /ealings and 
manifcflations of the Holy Spirit; 1 
may now obferve, that tho? hove 
be times when believers are favor- 
edwith /p: vectal or extraordinar yfe ‘ale 
ings in their hearts ; yet every im- 
preflive operationof the holy Spirit, 
which produces in them true evan- 
gclical knowledge, love, hope and 
joy, and hatred to all finful tho’ts 
and defircs, may properly be 
termed Its feali ing 3 provided that 
the effeét or experience of the op- 
eration be fo clearly difcerned, 
to affure them of their love and 
union to Chrift, 

The earneit of the believer’s 
inheritance, of which the apoftle 
fpeaks, I confider another 
phrafe, which implies the fame 
thing, as the fealing of the Spirit. 
The word arrabin which is ren- 
dered the earne/}, feems to be appli- 
ed, to dluttratethat delightful and 
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eftablifhing experience, which isa 
pledge and foretafle of the heav. 
enly inheritance, into the full en. 
joyment of which Chrift will, here. 
after bring his believing people. 

It is eafy to conceive, that the 
word earnefl, ufed as an adjedive, 
denoting the engagedne/s of the 
mind, or ardor of the affeétions, 
differs in meaning from the 
term earnef, ufed as a noun, im- 
porting a part of the price, or fum 
promijed. But yet, giving an 
earneft may and fhould denote en- 
gagedre/s of mind, and fincerity to 


pertorm, in him by whom it is 
given. . 
If a man contract with his 


neighbor, for certain property ; 
and to confirm and fecure the bar- 
gain, pay him, in hand, a certain 
fum of money, the part which he 
Pp ays 1S called the ear nefl. And 
itis a pledge and fecurity that tle 
whole tall be paid. In allution 
to this practice, the fpiritual 
knowledge, love and joy which 
truc believers experience in this 
life, and more efpecially, unufual 
and extraordinary meafures of 
thefe graces, are termed the car- 
nefls of the immortal felicity, 
which Chriit, in his word, hath 
promifed that they fhall here- 
after inherit. 

The giving an earnef diflers 
from fealing, as they reipeé t civil 
and commercial affairs. But they 
both are defigned to eftablifh and 
fecure contracts. And they may, 
therefore, with propriety be both 
alluded to, with a view to explain 
and illuftrate the fame fcriptural 
doctrine. For the infpired wri- 
ters fometimes apply different met- 
aphors, figurative expreflions and 
comparifons, to explain and illuf- 
trate a doctrine, which could not, 
otherwife, be fo fully explained 
and illuftrated. Thus, the re- 
newing and fandtifying influences 
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of the Holy Spirit, upon the 
hearts of finners, are compared 
to water, and to fre ; becaufe 
each of thefe elements is adapted 
to cleanfe and purify material 
things. (Compare Ifai. iv. 4. 
Tit. iii. 5, 6.) 

The apoftle fays, “ Ye were 
fealed with that Holy Spirit of 
promife, which is the earneft of 
our inheritance—.’? The pro- 
noun which, in this paffage, is the 
relative to the word Spirit, or to 
the effed of the Spirit’s operation, 
termed its fea/ing. I conceive it 
relates to the latter. For, the 
Spirit is known to us, but by its 
operations, or communications to 
our minds. Now, if the pronoun 
relate tothe /ealing of the Spirit, 
then, the ear nef of our inheritance 


as evidently the fame as the /eal- 


ing of the Spirit. 

We read of the firft fruits of 
the Spirit, Rom. vil. 23. And 
the fame Apoftle fays, “* He who 
hath wrought us for immortal life 
and happinefs is God, who hath 
alfo given untous the earne/? of the 
Spirit.” 2 Cor. v. 5. I conceive, 
he means, they had received fome 
communications of the Spirit, as 
love, joy and peace. Which may 
be termed the fir? fruits of the 
Spirit ; becaufe they precede the 
full vifion and enjoyment of God ; 
and are of the fame nature as 
(though not in equal meafure to) 
the love, joy and peace of the g/s- 
rified faints. Now, thefe effects 
and graces of the Spirit being the 
earneft of the believer’s inheritance, 
they may, with much propricty, 
be contidered as the /ealing evi- 
dence of his union to Chrilt, and 
of his future admiffion into glory. 
For, the earne/? of the Spirit, is a 
pledge, ov token, given to confirm 
and affure the perfon, to whom 
theinheritance is promifed. And 
she inward fealing of the fpirit is | 





— ee 





defigned to eflablifh and confirm 
the belicver ; and fcems to have a 
very direct tendency to this pur» 
pofe. Nor can I conceive of any 
argument, which can be adduced 
to prove that a believer can receive 
the earnef# of future aud eternal 
glory, without being at the fame 
time, and by the fame experience, 
fealed to the day of complete re- 
demption. 

That holy Jove, joy and peace 
are the graces by which the be- 
liever is fealed, will obvioufly ap- 
pear, if we confider that to thofe 
who /ove God, and rejoice in his 
name, are made the promifes of 
eternal life and bieffednefs. For, 
if we can difcern in ourfelves the 
temper and character, which, 2c- 
cording to the teftimony of the 
{criptures, qualify us for wpe 
we have good affurance that we 
have the faith of God’s elec. A- 
greeably to this, the primitive 
Chriftians had an hope in God, an 
hope which would not difappoint 
nor make them afhamed; becaufe 
the love of God was fhed abroad 
in their hearts, by the Holy Ghoit, 
whichwas givenuntothem. And 
agrecaily to this, the Apoftle 
prays for the believing Romans. 
“© Now the God of hope fill you 
withall joy and peace in believing ; ; 
that ye may abound in hope, 
through the power of the Holy 
Ghott ite 

icin love and jov of believers 
imply fome {pirit ual d:fcernment or 

‘nowledve of the Being w homthey 
love, and in whom ‘they rejoices 
And their inward peace implies a 
fuitable apprehenfion of the divine 
character, to whofe government 
they feel reconciled, and thro* 
vhofe gracious and immutable 
promifestheyareaflured of the par- 
don of fin, and of a final adinit- 
tance into the full enjoyment of 


God. 
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Therefore, fince the happinefs | 


of heaven, confitts in the énowl- 
edge and love of God, and in re- 
joicing in the perfe€tionof his name 
and government, we may confider 
the holy lowe, joy and peace which 
believers experience in this world, 
as the delightful, eftablifhing and 
fraling earneft of their future and 
eternal inheritance. 

From the nature and defien of 


of the Spirit, we may infer the 
neceflity and importance of faith 
in Chrift. None but truc beltev- 
ers experience the love of God 
fhed abroad inthe heart by the 
Holy Ghoft. And, therefore, 
unbelievers, as fuch, cannot be af- 
fured of heveal falvation. Their 
hones of future glory are delufive 
and vain. 

We may reafonably and {criptu- 
rally conclude, that fome real 
Chriftians experience a greater 
meafure of the inward fealing of 
the fpirit, than others. God 
qualifies his people according to 
their differentemployments, which 
he affigns,and their trials, through 
which he calls themtopafs. But, 
if any who bear the Chriftian 
name, have no experience of this 
delightful and affuring /ealing, 1 
concerns them to examine them- 
felves, and enquire whether they 
have that evan; 
is eflential to falvation, and with- 
out which no one can be fealed to 
the day of complete redemption. 
The Apolltle faith of the believing 
Ephefians, “ After that ye be- 
lieved ye were fealed with that Ho- 
ly Spirit of promife.” To feal be- 
fore believing, would be like fet- 
ting a fea! to a mere blank. We 
mult firft be convinced of our fin 
and guilt, and of our unworthi- 
nefs to receive He a of God ; 
our hearts muft be broken for fin. 
Flaving apprehenfion of his mercy 


Larneft of the Spirit. 
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in Chrift, we muft truly repent, 
andreceive the glorious Redeemer, 
as our Prophet, Prieft and King, 
relying upon him alone for falva- 
tion. When we are thus divelted 
of all our felf-dependence, and 
have our truft alone in God, we 
are his believing people ; whom he 
gracioufly owns, feals and fets 
apart for himfelf ; that we may 


| Ww ralk in newnefs é life, live to his 
the inward fealinz, or the earncf | 


glory, and fhew forth his _praife, 
who hath called us out of dark. 
nefs, and a flate of total depravi- 
ty, intothe light and liberty of 
the gofpel. For, « God dwel- 
leth with him who is of a con- 
trite and humble fpirit to revive 
the Spirit of the humble, and to 
revive the heart of the contrite 
ones.”” 

Some are of opinion, that none 
experience the fealing affurance of 
the Spirit in this life. Others 
think it is very uncommon that 
any, even of thofe who are real 
Chriftians, are affured of eternai 
falvation. But they feem to err, 
not knowing the fcriptures, nor 
the power of God. For, Chrifl 
manifelts himfelf to his regenerate 
peop! Cy 28 he does not tothe un- 
believing world. He fays, “Ifa 
man love me, he will keep my 
words: And my father will love 
him ; and we will come unto him 
and make our abode with him.’ 
The paffage feems to imply, that 
they will come unto the believer’s 
foul by the approving, comforting 
and. affuring influences of the Spir- 
it. The expreffion i is indefinite ; 
It is not limited to any particular 
perfon, or time. If a man love 
me,” &c. ‘True edigion is the 
fame now, as in the firlk ages of 
Chriftianity. 

The fealing of the Spirit is “ the 
carnef of our inheritance, until 
the redemption of the purchafed 


poffefiion.? The purchafed pof 
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feffion is the church, which Chrit | fouls ; were they to experience 
hath purchafed by his fufferings. ! that true liberty and fweet enjoy- 
And the fealing, or carnef? of the | ment, which are peculiar to the 
Spirit feems to be a favor given to ; faints, they would change thei 
cach member, and to all believers, | fentiment, and without a double 
in fucceffion, age after ages until | heart, plainly fpeak, as do the 
they be com; pletely redeemed and } feriptures :  Whofoever believeth 
prefented faultlefs before the pref- | that Jefus is the Chriil, is born 
ence of hisglory. It is a favor | of God. And whatfoever is born 


which Chrift pre om id his people | of God overcometh the world. 
Sarve XIV. 21.) Therefore, they And this is the victory that over- 


are faid to be fealed withthat Holy | comeththe world, even our faith ;” 
Spirit of promi/e. which was given in our regeneras 
Some are of opinion that none, | tion ; they would ceale to {peak 
in this life, experience that effec- | againft the moft efential truths of 
tual operation of the Spirit and | the gofpel. For, when the heart 
change of heart, in which the | of the rath underfands and re- 
new birth, or regeneration confilts. | ceives the truth as it is in Jefus, 
To be raifed from the dead at the 'then that which they had not 
general refurredion, when © this | known they confider, aad ad- 
mortal fhall put on immortality,” | mire. 
(which is commonly called glorif- | How delufive and vain is their 
cation,) they confider as the neq | idea who live impenitent and une 
birth, which ; is fo much fpoken of | renewed while in this world, and 
in the New Teftament, and which expect to experience regeneration 
Chritaught toNicodemus. The | at the general re/urrefion! For, 
term new Lirth, they think, im- | the fcriptures fay, that “ thofe 
plies too great a change for aay | who do evil, and beheve not in 
to experience in this life. But, | Chriit, fhall die in their fins, and 
the cafe feems to be, it implies | at the re/urredion, arife to dam- 
more than they have experienced, | nation.” ‘They never live to the 


are] 


hey are, therefore, unwilling to | giory of God ; their works are 


affent to the truth of the doétrine: | all evil ; their perfons are under 
And, confequently, they appear | the curfe of his law. ‘Therefore, 


to be equally ignorant of the na- | if they die inu nbelief, they mu, 
ture and myflery of faith. For, ' at the refurreéiion, awake ‘to their 
faith is produced i inthe heart in | furprife, retaiming that nature and 
its regeneration. They faintly al- | difpofition by which the wicked 
a that we muft be reformed, to | are like the troubled fea, when it 
xe duly qualified for heaven. But, cannot rett. When thus it thall 
their idea of reformation feems to , be, how applicable to them will 
extend no further than their fan- : be the appellation which God, 
cying themfelves into an appre- by the mouth of Jeremiah, gave 
henfion, that Chrift died forthem, to Pafhur. “ The Lord hath not 
and for all mankind, and in par- | called thy name Pafhur, but Mag- 
tially breaking off from finful, or | ormiffabib :” 1. @. a terror to thy 
Inco} nvenlent practices » Which ftand | f/f: or, as it is readered in the 
inthe way of their purfuit of felf | margin of fome bibles, fear round 
Ve itilication. But, were wifdom | about. 
to cuter into ther hearts and From the nature and defign of 
knowledge to be pleafant to their ! the inward jcaling or the earne/ 
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of the Spirit, we may alfo infer 
the happinefs of true believers, 
As ina legal written covenant or 
obligation, the /ealing inffrument 
leaves its image upon the wafer, 
or other quality impreffed ; fo God 
inflamps his image upon their 
hearts whom he feals. The 
new man, alter God, is created in 
righteoufnefs and true holinefs.”’ 
And true believers, with open 
face, beholding as in a glafs the 
glory of the Lord, are chan- 
ged into the fame image, from 
glory to glory, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord. And in this 
image confifts the happinefs of 
the children of God. What 
he ioves and approves, they, in 
meafure, love and approve. The 
glory of the Lord fhall endure 
forever : The Lord fhall rejoice 
in his works. And they, being 
conformed to him, will approve 
of and rejoice in the perfection of 
his name, and the eternal dura- 
tion of his glory, and love him for 
all his works and difpenfations. 
In this world they have tribu- 
Jation, and may pafs through many 
fcenes of prefling affiftion; and 
though, fometimes, through the 
power of indwelling fin, the evi- 
alences of their falvation may be 
interrupted or obfcured ; yet, at 
other times, they have peace in 
Chrift, and are of good cheer, 
confidering he hath overcome the 
world. In the prelibations and 
carnefis of the Spirit, they have 
ineffable joy. But, what is a drop 
of water, in comparifon witha 
never-failing fountain? In the 
prefence of God is fulnefs of joy, 
et his right hand are pkafures 
forevermore. 
“ He freely feeds them now, 
With tokens of his love ; 


But richer paftures he preparcs, 
And fweeter fireams above. 


Unnumber’d years of blifs 


And while his throne unfhaken ftands, 
Shall all his chofen live.” 


Chriftians having tafted that the 
Lord is good, and experienced 
the fweetnefs of the inward fal- 
ing of the Spirit, they may, at 
times, feel conitrained to fpeak 
of the glory of God’s kingdom, 
and talk of his power, in the hear- 
ing of the carelefs and profane, 
with a vicw to excite their atten- 
tion to the importance and plea- 
fure of true religion. But their 
experience being hidden from and 
unknown to the unfanctified heart, 
they will be much expofed to be 
cenfured and rejected, as imagin- 
ary perfons, and vain pretenders. 
They will, therefore, generally be 
more free and delighted in the 
company andconverfation of thofe 
whom they confider as the chil- 
dren of God. For, thofe, to 
whom he hath given a new heart 
anda pure language, can ferve 
him, with one confent. The 
heart of the convinced finner 
knoweth its own bitternefs ; and 
a ftranger to experimental rcli- 
gion doth not intermeddle with 
the joy of true believers. The 
unbelieving world knoweth them 
not ; becaufe it knows not Chritt. 

The imperfeétions of Chriftians 
are fo many and great, that they 
fometimes doubt of the fincerity 
of each other’s profeflion. But, 
heaven is a place of clearer dif- 
cernment, and of complete felicity. 
Ere they arrive to heaven, the 


fealis in their hearts 3 but there 


it will be vifible in their glorified 
bodies. 'The fociety into which 
they will be admitted and the rad- 
iant glory, with which they will 
be furrounded, will evince to the 
view of all beholders, that they 
are the redeemed of the Lord. 
«“ His fervants fhall ferve him. 


They fhall fee his face ; and hig 





He to his fheep will give; 
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name fhall be in their foreheads. 
And there fhall be no night 
there ; and they need no candle, 
neither light of the fun ; for the 
Lord God giveth them light. 
Doth God give to his people 
true faith in his Son, and /eal 
them to the day of redemption ? 
His defign in fo doing is * unto 
the praife of his glory.” May 
they truft in him at all times. 
In the day of profperity may they 
be joyful, but humble. In times 
of adverfity may they confider, 
and not faint: For, he is faithful 
who hath promifed. He will 
caufe all things to work together 
for their good ; and, in his time, 
favorthem with fuch manifeitations 
of his glory as fhall fubferve his 
wife purpofes. God is fovereign 
and wife in the beftowment of 
his favors. Left his people be 
vain-glorious and too highly ex- 
alted in the fweetnefs of commu- 
nicated grace and fo idolize their 
experiences, he fometimes crofles 
their requefts (2 Cor. xii. 7—9.) 
If they truft in Chrift, glory in 
the Lord, and walk clofely with 
him, the fuitable favors which he 
will give them, in his time, will 
be moft fatisfactory to them. If 
they delight themfelves in the 
Lord, he will give them the defire 
of their hearts. The feriptures 
are their rule of life. May they 
“take heed to them, as to alight 
which fhineth in a dark place, un- 
til the day dawn, and the day-ftar 
arife in their hearts :”” i. e. until 
they arrive to perfe@tion of knowl- 
edge and felicity. May they 
live in the Spirit, and walk in the 
Spirit ; (which is the fuin of all 
true religion ;) that when Chritt 
fhall appear to judge the world, 
they may meet him, with expref- 
fions of praife and exultation, like 
thofe of the prophet : « Lo, this 
is aur God; we have waited for 
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him ; and he will fave us: This 
is the Lorp ; we have waited for 
him ; we will be glad, and re- 
joice in his falvation.” 


C.A. 





A Differtation on the Harmony of 
Chriftianity, or the agreement of 
its various parts with each other, 
and with ihe whole. 


INTRODUCTION. 


MONG the various fubje&s 

of difcuffion which occupy 

the ability of literary men, few are 

| equally important with that of the 

, truth and divinity of the holy 
{criptures. 

Oppolition to thefe facred 
books, has employed the pens of 
many adverfaries; and to deftroy 
their authority is a leading object 
of the fyitem of modern philofo- 
| phy. Indeed, the whole fyftem 
' of religion and morality, natural 
| and revealed, is the obje€t of at- 

tack by the unbelievers of this 
| day. This however is fo far from 
fubverting the caufe of truth, 
that the ultimate effe€t willbe di- 
rectly the reverfe. 

This oppofition has already oc- 
cafioned many able defences of 
religion and morality, and feveral 
arguments in defence of the 
truth have been adduced, highly 
important ; which have not been 
heretofore improved, or not in a 
manner equally clear and demon- 
ftrative. 

The fubje&, however, is not 
exhaufted ; the arguments in fa- 
vor of Chriftianity are numerous, 
as they are weighty. Among 








thefe, and which is highly wor- 
thy of the attention of Chrif- 
tians, is the argument drawn from 
the harmony of its various parts, 
with each other, and with the 
whole fyftem. 

A ftatement of this argument 
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will be attempted in the following 
differtation. 


In the propofed difcuffion, the — 


leading articles of natural religion 
will pais in review,as thefe are affu- 
med in the Chriftian fyftem, andin- 
deed cannot be feparated from it. 

As it is apprehended that the 
apoftle Paul had this argument in 
view in his letter to the Corinthian 
church, in the words recorded, 1 
Cor. ii. 13. This paflage will 
be adopted as the motto for the 
following differtation. 

The apoftle having fpoken of 
the fublime truths of the gofpel, 
adds the following fentence : 
«© Which things we fpeak, not in 
words taught by human wifdom, 
but in thofe taught by the Holy 
Ghoft ; comparing {piritual things 
with fpiritual.”’ 


The comparifon here inftituted 


is not between things material and 
immaterial, or even between thofe 
which are moraland immoral, but 
things or truths fpiritual or holy in 
their nature are compared with 
each other, and exhibited in mu- 
tual agreement and harmony ; fo 


that they produce reciprocal evi- | 


dence for the truth and divinity of 
each other, and of the whole. 

In elucidating this fentiment, 
we fhall be led to treat of the re- 
ligion of the gofpel, with the 
truths of natural religion involved 
in it, as exhibited to us in the doc- 
trines of the bible, in the experi- 
ences of Chriitians, and in a prac- 
tical fubmiflion to its commands 
and inititutions, and the diflerta- 
tion will be clofed with a few in- 
ferences. 


PART I. 


On the doftrines of Chriftianity. 
ADMITTING in our con- 
eeptions the exiftence of an orig- 
inal, intelligent Being, indepen- 
dently and eternally poffefled of 
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all natural perfections, without 
limitation ; and alfo the exiftence 
of rational, finite beings, fufceptible 
| of the knowledge of that Being, 
_and of their refpetive relations to 
each other and to him, we hall 
arrive, by a fhort deduétion, at 
the idea of rational happinefs, 
confifting in the union of limited, 
intelligent beings to each other, 
and to the original Being. We 
fhall alfo conceive of that Being as 
confcious of his own capacity for 
happinefs, and that of the limit. 
ed intelligence whom he beholds ; 
or that he clearly perceives the 
tendency of mutual kind affeGion 
to the happinefs of rational be. 
ings, and therefore unites to it, or 
| aéts in the manner which he knows 
| to be beft adapted to the molt per- 
feét ftate of rational exiftence. 
This perfeét ftate evidently confitts 
| in mutual love. This is therefore 
the charaéter of that original Be- 
ing, and the ftandard for the ac. 
tions of limited exiftence ; or 


| 
| 
| ** God is love, and he that dwel- 
| 
| 








| leth in love dwelleth in God, and 
God in him.” 

That fuch an original Being of 
unlimited attributes, really exiits, 
is certain from the exiftence of 
limited beings, and if he exifts at 
| all, he exitts neceflarily, and is 
| the author of all limited exiftence ; 
and knowing that the felicity of 
rational exiftence confilts in benev- 
olent affections, and flows from it, 
we mult choofe it, for God is 
love. 

Thus we obtain the idea of 
moral perfe€tion in God, and that 
a conformity to this muft be the 
higheft excellence in creatures. 

That as God is the creator and 
preferver of all,’ and is infinitely 
perfe&t, the government of the- 
world belongs to him, that he 
fhould difpofe of his rational crea- 








tures according to his own pleaf- 
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ure, and that their actions fhoul 
be under the direétion of his will ; 
or we fee the ground of the prov- 
idential and moral government 
of God over angels and men. 

Fom the fame fource we trace 
the idea of moral obligation, or 
the duty of rational creatures to 
employ their abilities v4 the hap- 
pinefs of intelligent exiftence 5 and 
that this obligation is proportioned 
to the value of general happinefs | 
and their ability to promote it : 

That it belongs to God to di- 
rect their exertions for this obje@, 
and that this divine will, made | 
known to them, muft be the rule | 
of their aétions. 

As a departure from this rule | 
mult be criminal for the reafons | 
and to the degree juft flated, the 
tranfgreffor deferves punifhment, | 
im pane to his obligations, | 
and the tendency of his adtions 
agamlt general h appinefs. 

From thefe fources we arrive at 
the ; idea of moral government, in 

he fyftem ; of the perfect law of | 
Ge ) d, the oblig rations of man, the | 
fanétions of law, and of final ret- | 
ribution. Such muft have been | 
the originallaw of God, and the 
obligations of man. 

T ‘ranfgreffion of the divine law 
1s called fin, and the tranfyreffor is 
the proper fubje&t of punifhment, 

s already ftated. 

Such 1s the government of God 
mvermen 3 and the ftate of alien- 
ation from God, which is moft ev- 
‘dently common in our nature, is 
a plain proof that we are fimers, 
and juftly expofedto punifhment 
proportioned to the degree of our 
crimes. 

Thus far the primary truths of 
natural reliyion agree with each 
other, and with our natural no- 
tions, and they perfe&ly coincide 





with the doftrines of revelation. 
A confciowfnefs that we are fiu- 


* 


e 

ners isattended with a conviction 
that we are expofed to fuffer the 
expreflions of divine difpleafure, 
and that we deferve it, ina pun- 
ihment proportioned to our guilt. 

In eftimating the degree of our 
guilt, we are led to weigh the 
| good oppofed by our fin, the de- 
gree of our oppofition, and the 
knowledge, or means of knowl- 
edge we poffeffed, of our duty. 
As the tendency of our fin is op- 
| pofed to the perfection of the 
moral fyitem, orto the glory of 
God and the good of rational crea- 
tures, we are convicted of guilt 
in one refpect, infinite, as oppo- 


fed to infiaite good. In refpect 


to the degree of oppofition, and 
the means of knowledge of our 
duty, it is finite and admits of ve- 
ry different degrees. ‘The refult 
fuggefted by reafon, is that we 
are expofed to a punifhment limit- 
ed in degree, but endlefs in dura- 
tion. 

The holy feriptures confirm the 
ciftates of reafon on this momen- 
tous artiele. 

They abundantly teach the doc- 
trine of the cternal punifhment of 
the finally impenitent. 

As the rebellion of man confifts 
in oppofition to the general good, 
it is evident that in a perfe&t gov- 
ernment, fuch as that of God, pun- 
ifhment cannot be remitted and the 
finner reftored to the divine favor, 
unlefs thiscan be done inconfiltence 
with that unchangeable ftandard 
of moral selhioulle. The general 
good mult be as ¢ feGually fecu- 
red, as by the infliction of defer. 
ved punifhment. 

How this can be effe€ted, and 
the finner be pardoned and faved, 
reafon can furnifh no information. 
With regard to this, “ reafon pur- 
fued is <5 ag , 

The holy feriptures confirm the 
decifion ef reafon refpecting the 
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hopeleis “condition of the finner, 
without the intervention of fuper- 
natural revelation. They announce 
a way in which the pardon and fal- 
vation of finners can be united 
with the glory of God, and the 
good of his kingdom. And, 
what is more, they reveal this 
way, even “ the new and livin 
way into the holieit by the blood 
of Chrift.” 

The gofpel do@trine of the re- 
demption of finners by Jefus 
Chnift correfponds to the fcheme 
of truth, already mentioned, as 
teflified by reafon and revelation, 
and opens a glorious door of hope 
forthe guilty. It fupports the 
reClitude of divine government, 
in all its parts, efpecially in the 
punifhment of fin, and reveals a 
way in which the righteoufnefs of 
that punifhment is abundantly ef- 
tablifhed, even inthe pardon and 
falvation of the finner. 

This is by the introduction of 
the Lord Jefus Chrift as the fub- 
ftitute of the guilty. 

From the holy fcriptures we 
learn that our Redeemer is truly 
divine, the creator, law-giver and 
judge of man; a perfon therefore 
of infinite dignity and worth: 
That he affumed our nature into a 
perfonal union with his divine na- 
ture, and was * God manifeit 
in the fleth,”’ capable of fubjeGion 
tohisownlaw: That as fuch ~ 
undertook to be mediator betw 
God and man, and by his hal. 
ence to aeath, in our nature, he 
vindicated the perfection and fup- 
ported the honor cf the divine law, 
re{peCting its precepts and fanc- 
tions, atthe leait, as much as it 
would have been vindicated by 
the infliGiion of the threa ttened 
oer on the tranfgreffor. 

By is voluntary fubjetion, i in 
our nutiohs and place, to this law, 
ue clearly evinced thatia his gov- 
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ernment of man he treated him ag 
he would himfelf be willing to be 
treated, in a change of circum. 
ftances. 

Hereby he abundantly eviden. 
ced the righteoufnefs of God in 
his retributions to the guilty, ac. 
cording to the threatenings of his 
law. 

The nature of the cafe admits 
of nohigher evidence of the rec- 
titude of a ruler, in his govern. 
ment, than his voluntary fubmif. 
fion to it, by placing himfelf in 
the condition of the fubjeét. 

The doétrine of the two na- 
tures, in Chrift, the divine and 
human, harmonizes with that of 
his atonement for fin. Had he 
not been truly God and equal with 
the Father, his ability and charac- 
ter would have been totally inade- 
quate to the work of redemption. 
As a creature, he would have 
owed to God the utmott he could 
perform, on his own account ; and 
the merit of his obedience would 
have been only proportioned to 
the limits of his nature. There- 
fore in both thefe refpeéts, he 
would have been totally unfit ta 
be the fubftitute for the guilty ; 
and his utmoft obedience and fuf- 
ferings would have been of no 
avail for our redemption. 

Had he not been a creature, he 
could not have aflumed the place 
of a fervant, or have become fub- 
je&t to the commands and fanc- 


‘tions of the divine law. 


Had he not been man, he 
could not have been-a proper fub- 
ftitute for us, nor would his obe- 
dience and death have laid a foun- 
dation for our redemption. There~ 
fore, ** He took not on him the 
nature of angels, but he took on 
him the feed of Abraham.’ 
‘¢ Being found in fafhion as a man, 
he humbled himfelf and became 
obedient to death, even the death 





¥802.] 
of thecrofs.’ And “ the Lord 


laid on him our iniquities.” «“ He 
bare our fins in his own body on 
thetree, and by his ftripes are we 
healed.” 

It was requifite the Mediator 
fhould be both human and divine: 
Human, that he might be under 
the law, in our place: Divine, 
that his ability and worth might 
be equal tothe perfeCtion and dig- 
nity of divine government ;— 
“that he might have fomewhat 
to offer,”? and his atonement avail 
to the redemption of his church. 
He mutft be “the feed of the 
woman,” as wellas the “ mighty 
God.” ‘ A virgin mult bear a 
fon, whofe name is wonderful, 
aad God muft be manifeftin fleth.”’ 

His humanity qualified him to 
obey and fuffer for us, in our na- 
ture ; and his divinity gave infi- 
nite worth and dignity to the 
work which he finthed on the 
crofs, 

We are now led to notice the 
agreement and connexion be- 
tween thefe truths, and that of 
the Divine Trinity in unity. 

This doctrine is abundantly 
taught in the holy feriptures, 
or inthe language of our public 
itandards, ** there is one God in 
three perfons, ‘the fame in fub- 
‘tance, equal in power and glory.” 

ju all vefpects, in which unity 
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angel of the Lord, and meffen- 
ger whom he hath fent.” 

We may alfo from hence have 
rational conceptions of the divini- 
ty of the Holy Ghoft, and fo of 
his agency in the application of 
redemption ;and the triune Deity 
is manifefted and glorified in the 
failvation of the redeemed church. 

The doétrine of the believing 
finner’s juftification by faith thro’ 
the atonement of Chrill, is clofely 
connected with redemption by his 
obedience to the death. 

By this we are taught that the 
believing finner is delivered from 
condemiaation, and entitled to the 
favor of God and eternal life ; 
not on account of any perfonal 
defert, or any thing performed by 
him, but wholly on account of 
the righteoufnefs and atonement 


| of Chrift. 


| 





is a perfection, Gad is one. Inall 


re{pecis, in which trinity is a per- 


fection, ‘he is three. ** There are . 


three who bear record in heaven, 
and thefe three are one.” 

This doctrine being admitted, 
we can readily conceive of our 


Lord Jefus Chrift as being the | 


true God, pofleffed of all divine 
perfections and the author of all 
divine works, in his original na- 
nature ; but in his humanity, as 
inferior and fubordinate to the Fa- 
ther; * as God’s fervant, the 





| 


ee 


‘‘ Not by works of righteoufnefs 
which we have done, but accord- 
ing to his mercy he faved us,” 


and we “are juttified freely by 


| his grace, through the redemp- 


tion which is in ‘Jefus Chrift, 
whom God hath fet forth to be 
a propitiation, through faith in 
his blood, to declare his righteouf- 
nefs for the remiffion of fin’— 
“that he might be juit, and the 
juftifier of him who believeth in 
Jefus.”” 

Were the Mediator nothing 
more or greater than a creature, 
though the firft and greateft ever 
created by God, it has been fhewn 
he could make no atonement for 


| fin by his obedience and death. 


Firft, becaufe his abilityand worth 
would be ‘finite and fo bear no 
proportion tu the infinite demerit 
of ‘fin. Secondly, becaufe that 


howeverhe was exalted inthe fcale 
of created exiltence, he would itil 
owe the utmoft he could perform 
to his Creator, on his own account 


and could do nothing as a fubfi- 
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iute for the guilty, and his obe- 
dience or fuflerings could merit 
nothing in favor of the believer. 

He muft be received to the 
divine favor on his ‘own account, 
or be rejected. 

But admitting the divinity of 
Chrift, and the confeqhent fuffici- 
ency of his atonement, the believ- 
ing finner’s jultification by faith 
in his perfect righteoufnefs, is a- 
greeable to the analogy of faith ; 
and is wonderfully adapted to glo- 
rify God by fupporting the perfec- 


tion of his government,—to hum- | 


ble the finner, and to magnify 
fovereign grace. 


that the finner’s condemnation is 
yuft, and that God is righteous 
in taking vengeance. ‘Therefore 
the obedience and death of Chrift 
for our offences, are the moft 


perfection of that goverment, and 
the malignity of fin, and therefore 
highly acceptable to God and a 
proper foundation of pardon and 
life to the finner, fo connected 
with him by divine faith, that 
the favors granted to him are ev- 
idently beftowed altogether on 
account of the merit of Chrift. 
“Where then is boatting ? It 
is excluded.”? **Do wethen make 


forbid. 
law.”’ 

This truth will appear with 
ilill greater clearnefs from a view 


of the diftinguifhing qualities of | 


aa faith. 
This faith confifts in fuch a be- 
lief of the gofpel on the teltimony 
of God, as involves an acquief- 
cence of the heart in the mediato- 
rial character and work of Chrilt. 
But the heart which truly ap- 
proves this characier, neceffarily 
epproves the divine government, 
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is reconciled to God, condemns 
fin, and repents of it, admires 
and adores the divine Saviour, for 
his mediatorial undertaking and 
work, in which the law of God 
was magnified and made _ honora- 
ble. Therefore he admires the 
free grace of the gofpel, and trutts 
in Chrift alone for falvation. 
The doétrine of regeneration, 


by the Holy Ghofl, as neceflary 


| to falvation, coincides with the 
| truths immediately 


preceding, 
with the perfection of divine go- 
vernment, and total depravity of 
man. Thefe do¢irines being ad- 


| mitted, it follows that if the {inner 
Juftifying faith imports that | 


the divine government is perfect, | 


is reconciled to God, and united 
to Chrifl by faith, it muifl be 
produced by the fupernatural a- 
gency of the Holy Spirit. So 
truc it is that except a man be 
born again—of the Spirit—and 


from above, he cannot fee the 
decided divine teltimony to the | 


kingdom of God or enter into it. 

That gracious tranfaction in 
the divine trinity, called by Chrif- 
tian writers, the covenant of r.- 
demption, and varioufly exprefled 
in the holy feriptures, is funda- 
mental to the work of redemption, 
in all its parts. 

By this the eternal word, in 


| his perfonal diftinétion, engaged 
| to aflume our 
as our fubftitute, in fulfilling all 
void the law through faith ? God | 
Yea, we eftablifh the | 


nature and act 
righteoufnefs, and making atone- 
ment for fin by the facrifice of 
himfelf. 

The Father engaged that he 
fhould be fupported and accepted, 
that he fhould fee of the travail of 
his foul till he fhould be fatisfied, 
and be exaltedto divine dominion 
in his whole perfon, and even 
“ glorified with the Father, with 
the fame glory which he had with 
him before the world was.’’ 

The Holy Spirit in this coven- 
ant confented to reft on the in- 
carnate Saviour, without mea- 
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fure ; to infpire holy men to pub- 
lth to others and commit to wri- 
ting, for the benefit of the church, 
in all ages, the revealed mind of 
God ; to renew, and fanctify the 
veflels of mercy and effectually 
work in them to will and to do, 
fo as ultimately to bring them to 
glory ; even all thofe whom the 
Father gave to Chrift as the re- 
ward of his fufferings, and his 
crown of glory. 

The covenant of grace, as it is 
termed by theological writers, is 
nearly connected with that of re- 
demption. 

This confifts in the gracious 
promifes of God to_ believers in 
Chrilt, on account of his finifhed 
redemption. 

This covenant was adminiiter- 
ed to Adam in the promife ref- 
pecting the feed of the woman: 
To Noah in the ark, and in the 
rainbow: To Abraham in the 
promife of his feed in whom “ all 
the families of the earth fhould be 
blefled.”? It was wrapped up in 
the prediction of dying Jacob ref- 
peting the tribe of Judah—of 
the coming of the Shiloh and the 
‘‘eathering of the people to him :” 
To David in the promife of a 
fon to fet on his throne forever : 
To Ifaiah that he fhould reign in 
Mount Zion, in Jerufalem, and 
before his ancients glorioufly. As 
the time of the Redeemer’s incar- 
nation approached, the grace to 
come to us by him was more clear- 
ly announced. It was foretold 
that he fhould be bruifed for our 
tranfgreffions, that the chaftife- 
ment of our peace fhould be on 
him, and by his ftripes we fhould 
be healed; and that Meffiah fhould 
be cut off, but not for himfelf. 

Finally, in the new teitament, 
this gracious covenant is pro- 
poundedinthe moft explicit terms, 


‘* He who believeth fhall be fav- 
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ed.” “All whom the Father giv- 


eth tome fhall come to me, and 
him who cometh to me I will in 
no wife caft out.’’ 

All the promifes of this coven- 
ant reft on the ftability of the 
covenant of redemption, and can- 
not fail if that be fulfilled. But 
that is founded on the counfels 
and the perfeétions of God. 

This leads to a dire& confidera- 
tion of the doctrine of the decrees 
of God. By which we under- 
ftand hts eternal, unchangeable 
purpofe, refpecting all events, all 
creatures, and all their a€tions. 

It is not defigned at prefent, to 
colle& the fcriptural arguments 
for the proof of this very import- 
ant doétrine. It refults dire€lly 
from the perfcétions of God, and 
is as much an effential truth of 
natural religion as of that which 
isrevealed. It is implied in the 
covenant of redemption and of 
grace. It is at the foundation of 
the whole mediatorial fyftem, with 
all its mott interefting and diffufive 
fruits and confequences, through 
the fucceffive ages of the world, 
to its fal diffolution ; yea, thro’ 
the undefcribed, the unlimited 
duration of eternity. 

That all who fhall be finally 
faved from among men, were 
«fromthe beginning chofen to 
falvation, through fan¢tification 
of the Spirit and belief of the 
truth,” is fo evidently a branch 
of the general doétrine that it 
will not be queftioned where that 
is admitted. 

‘Lhe doctrine of the faint’s per- 
feverance and final glory, refts on 
many fcripture declarations, on 
the gracious promifes of God to 
all his redeemed, on the coven- 
ants of grace and redemption, on 
the power and grace of Chrift, 
and many truths which have al- 
ready paffed in review, 
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The refurreétion of Chrift from 
the dead, is an important and ef- 
fential do¢trine of Chriftianity and 
in a fenfe, fundamental. So that 
if this were falfe the whole fyftem 
mutt be given up. This doctrine 
harmonizes with the divine types 
and promifes which preceded the 
incarnation—with the prophecies 
of Chrift himfelf—it is atteited by 
his infpired apoitles, and they 
wrought many miracles in his 
name forthe confirmation of the 
truth teftified, and with the truth 


of this is intimately conneéted the | 


truth of all the fubfequent articles 
of Chriftianity. 

The future refurreétion of the 
bodies of the faints to an immor- 
tal life in heaven, is fo infepera- 
bly connected with the refurrec- 
tien of Chrift, that the latter hav- 
ing taken place, the former is pla- 
<edon the ground of equal cer- 
tainty ; as the holy apollle Paul 
has clearly proved in the fifteenth 
chapter of his firft epiftle to the 
Corinthians. 

Indeed, the refurreétion of the 
dead, both the righteous and the 
wicked, the general judgment and 
final ftate of believers and unbe- 
lievers, are abundantly revealed 
in the holy fcriptures. 

Thefe doétrines agree with that 


sent, the doctrine of redemption 


by Chrift, and with all the prom- | 


3fes and threatenings of the holy 
icriptures. They will not be 
gueitioned by thofe who believe 


the Chriftian fyftem in general, | 
and have any proper difcernment 


of the excellence and confittence 
of its feveral parts. 

This brief view of natural and 
revealed religion, as to the agree- 
ynent of the refpective dotrines 
of each, affords no inconfiderable 
evidence of the divine origin of 
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Chriftianity. But this will be 


more fully manifeft from attend. 
ing to it as exifting in the minds 


| of good men, and powerfully in- 


fluencing their views and affec- 
tions. 


(To be continued. ) 
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A ferious addrefs toprofefing Chrif- 
tions, on the dutyand vaf? import. 
anceof adling with fteady and per- 
fevering vigilance, wifdom and 
fortitude in the fpiritual warfare. 
{Continued from p. 126.) 


N view of the preceding illuf- 
tration of the general orders 
addrefled by the great apottle to 
his fellow-Chriftians, it may be 
obvioufly remarked, That when 
finners are truly converted, they 
have much more to do, than mere- 
ly to give thanks to God for his 
wonderful grace, and to fit down 
and congratulate themfelves upon 
and rejoice in their ownhappy con- 
dition. They are not, immediately 
upon their converfion, to confider 
their condition as refembling that 
of foldiers, who at the end of a fuc- 


| cefsful war, return in triumph, to 


{pend the refidue of their days in 


| peace, free from the fatigues and 
of the accountability of man, the | 
sighteoufnefs of divine govern- | 


toils of war, and in the enjoy- 
ment of the bleflings for which 
they have been contending ; but 
they are to view it, as bearing a 
greater refemblance to that of 
foldiers juft enlifted, and enga- 
ging in a warfare for life; in 
which they muft ferve, and watch, 
and fight, to the end of their days 
with the certain expectation of 
final victory and triumph to all 
thofe, who perfevere to the lait, 
and faithfully obferve and obey 
the orders of their Prince. 

We may furtherremark, howun- 
like to what Chriltians oughi to be, 
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thofe profeffing Chriftiansare, who 

ive way to unwatchfulnefs, care- 
Ffonefs, indolence, eafe and floth ; 
and inftead of ftanding faft in the 
faith, are eafily fhaken, and fuffer 
themfelves to be turned or drawn 
away from it, by the flatteries or 
frowns, or fubtle artifices of its 
enemies. Wherefore, the appli- 
cation of what has been illuitra- 
ted, may be by way of ferious ex- 
hortation to profefling Chriftians, 


to comply with the dircétions, | 


to watch, to ftand faft in the faith, 
to aét the man, to be ftrong. Of 
the vaft importance of this com- 
prehenfive duty, we furely cannot 
entertain a doubt, or fail of per- 
ceiving numerous and weighty 
motives to it, if we duly confider 
the following things ; which are 
here fubjoined, as well for the 
purpofe of further illuitrating 
fome of the particulars already 
fuggefted, as to recommend and 
enforce the exhortation, viz. 

1. The caufe in which we have 
vifibly enlifted, and for the fupport 
and fuccefs of which, we are re- 
quired to watch, to ftand faft, &c. 
is the moft important and inter- 
efting that ever exifted, or can be 
conceived. It involves the glory 
of God, and the moft precious in- 
terefts of the intelligent creation. 

A moft daring and impious re- 
bellion hath broken out againft 
the Moft High. It is headed by 
Satan, who was once a diflinguith- 
ed prince among the angels, and 
feconded by great numbers of 
thofe, once holy, but now, apof- 
tate fpirits. Into this rebellion 
mankind have been drawn, by the 
artful management of the firft 
apoftate. 

Chrift hath undertaken to crufh 
this dreadful rebellion—to bruife 
the Serpent’s head—to deftroy 
the works of the devil. The full 
aecomplifhment of this great de. 


r 
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‘fign will comprife the grandef 
difplay of the infinite perfetion 
and glory of God—the fulleft ef- 
tablifhment of his authority—the 
complete recovery and eternal fal- 
vation of aninnumerable multitude 
of the finful, ruined race of man 
—an inconceivable addition to 
the knowledge and holinefs, joy 
| and happinefs, of all holy crea- 
| tures—and the complete difap- 
 polatment of Satan and all his 
perfevering adherents as to their 
ultimate end, and their reduétion 
to a ftate of the moft abfolute fub- 
jection as vanquifhed enemies, un- 
der the feet of their conqueror, 
fuffering the vengeance due to 
their crimes. 

Though Chrift, by his obedi- 
| ence unto death, laid the founda- 
| tion for and infured the full ac- 
: complifhment of this great defign ; 
yet much remained to be done, 
in orderto the aGiual attainment 
| of all thefe ends. Among other 
| things, Chrift’s kingdom mutt be 

fet up and maintained in the 
world, in oppofition to Satan’s, 
| and finally prevail over it. Thofe 
of mankind, who are to obtain 
the falvation which is in Chrift 
Jefus, with eternal glory, muft be 
delivered from the power of fin 
and Satan, and obtain the vidtory 
over them. In  accomplifhing 
thefe ends, which are all com- 
prifed in and neceffary to the fuc- 
cefs of Chrift’s great defign, he 
makes ufe of means and inftru- 
ments. Among the means which 
are made efie¢tual to thefe impor- 
tant ends, the gofpel or word of 
truth holds a diftinguifhed place. 
They who by reading, preaching 
or writing, or by their profefflion 
and practice, and perfevering fied- 
faftnefs in the faith—they who 
in any or all of thefe ways, clearly 
exhibit, and properly maintairf, 
and fuccefsfully reeommend and 
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-enforce the gofpel, are in/ruments 
under Chrift, and by aififtance 
‘derived from him, towards pulling 
down the ftrong holds of fin and 
Satan, deftroying the works of 
the devil, and maintaining and 
building the kingdom of Chrift. 
Every advantage which, in thefe 
or any other ways, any are ena- 
bled to obtain, over fin or Satan, 
in their own fouls, or in in others, 
and every degree of fpiritual light, 
holinefs or comfort, thus produ- 
duced, effefted or obtained, con- 
tributes fomething towards the 
fuccefs of the great defign, which 
Chrift is carrying on, and towards 
the overthrow and deftruction of 
his enemies. 

Though, to fome, the advan- 
tage which any individual, as a 
fubordinate agent, may obtain, 


again{t fin and Satan, by watch-_ 


ing and flanding faft in the faith, 
and all the benefit thence refult- 


ing, may feem fuch a mere trifle, | 


as can have no influence in regard 


to the final fuccefs of Chrift’s | 


grand undertaking ; yet every 
fuch trifle makes one of that innu- 
merable multitude and variety of 
fteps, in the progreffive accom- 
-plithment of this great defign, by 
which the good to be obtained by 
it, is aecomplifhing, and will at 
length be completely attained, 
and neceffary to the perfeciion of 
‘it ; even as every particle of wa- 
ter in the ocean is one of the in- 
numerable multitude of particles 
of which that vaft body of water 
is compofed, and neceffary to 
make the guantity complete.— 
Should not, and will not, this 
view of the infinite importance of 
the conteflt, which Chrift is con- 
dudting to the moft glorious iffue, 
and of the neceffity aud fubordi- 
nate influence of the faithful exer- 
tions of his fervants, in bringing 
it tothe iffue defigned, operate as 
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a powerful motive with us, who 
have given up our names to him, 
to comply with and execute his 
orders, ‘J’o watch, to fland faft 
in the faith, to act the man, and 
be ftrong ?—Efpecially when we 
confider 

2. That the enemies oppofed 
to the fuccefs of the general caufe, 
in which we are engaged, and to 
our perfonal falvation in particu- 
lar, are exceedingly numerous, 
fubtil, crafty and powerful. 

Within, we have a deceitful, 
treacherous and wicked heart, 
exceedingly prone to backflide, 
and to depart from the living 
God ; yea, ‘a lieart, which is de- 
ceitful above all things, and def- 
perately wicked—at leaft, fome 
awful remainders of it in cafe we 
are Chriftians indeed. Surely 
then, it concerns us to watch our 
heart—to keep it with all dili- 
gence ! 

And as to the enemies from 
| without, what human mind can 
count their number, or calculate 
their ftrength, or form any pro- 
per conception of the depth of 
their policy, craft and fubtilty ? 

Befides a flattering, a tempting 
and enfnaring world, that old 
ferpent, the Devil, with all the 
infernal legions under him, com- 
bine, by every means in their 
power, to overthrow the faith in 
general, and to take all poffible 
advantage of our ignorance and 
weaknefs, and blinding lufts, and 
of all the deceitfulnefs and wicked- 
nefs of our hearts, to fubvert our 
own faith in particular, to draw 
| or drive us into fin, and to deftroy 
| our fouls. Nor are thefe invifi- 
ble foes without their fubordinate 
agents among men, who act un- 
der their influence, and co-ope- 
rate in promoting their nefarious 
defigns. Among men there are 
| numerous haters and oppofers ot 
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the truth, of the faith, in which 
it concerns us to ftand faft. Pro- 
feffed unbelievers and avowed op- 
pofers of Chriitianity, both in Eu- 
rope and America, have greatly 
increafed within the laft fifty 
years, or come out to open view, 
and combined their efforts to root 
out all revealed religion, with an 
air of confidence, and an appears 
ance of fuccefs, far “beet what 
hath been ufual in former times. 

In Europe, many renouncing 
the juftly abhorred tenets and cer- 
emonies, doctrines and practices 
of acorrupt andidolatrous church, 
xan into the oppofite extreme, of 
renouncing and holding in abhor- 
rence the bible itfelf, and all re- 
vealed religion; and fome of 
them, even into the wildeft athe- 
ifm. And though they profeffed 
to leave men to ac according to 
their own judgment with refpec& 
to religion, yet in their zeal to 
propagate their own opinions and 
feelings, and to render the bible 
an object of the utmoft hatred 
and contempt, they fometimes 
difcovered a fpirit, not unlike to 
that of former perfecutors, and 
exprefled fentiments plainly indic- 
ative of what they would do, if 
they could. For when a man 
roundly affirms, ‘‘ It were better, 
* far better, that we admitted, if it 
* were poflible, a thoufand devils 
* to roam at large, and to preach 
* publicly the doctrines of devils 
‘—than that we fhould permit 
‘ one fuch impoftor or monfter as 
* Mofes and the bible-prophets to 
‘come with the pretended word 
‘ of God in his mouth, and have 
‘ credit among us,”” who can en- 
tertain a doubt, that if it lay in 
his power, he would effectually 
prevent among us the exiftence of 
men, who avow their belief, that 
the bible is the word of God, and 
boldly preach it as fuch ? 
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Of the infidels of the other cons 
tinent, there are many difciples 
and zealous fellow-laborers in this 
country, and fome of them appa- 
rently actuated by the like bible- 
exterminating {pirit. 

Befides profefled unbelievers, 
there are numerous clafles of 
mafked enemies to the truth, who, 
under a profeflion of regard to 
the caufe of Chrift, inculcate prin- 
ciples and practices fubvertive of 
the moft effential articles of the 
Chriftian faith, and deftructive to 
true gofpel hotinefs. 

The doétrine of the Trinity— 
of the proper divinity of Chrift— 
of fatisfaétion or atonement for 
fin by his death—of man’s to- 
tal depravity—of a fupernatural 
change of heart by the {pecial in- 
fluence or agency of the Holy 
Spirit—of juttification folely by 
the righteoufnefs of Chriit, thro’ 
faith in him—fome or other of 
thefe effential articles of the Chrif» 
tian fyftem, as well as others in 
connection with thefe, perhaps, 
not lefs effential, are exprefsly de- 
nied, or filently paffed over and 
cautioufly left out, or almoft en- 
tirely explained away, by many 
profeffed believers and teachers 
of the Chriftian religion ;  whilft 
the doGrine, that all mankind, 
whatever be their faith, and whats 
ever their practice in this life, 
will be finally faved and eternally 
happy, is zealoufly contended for 
and propagated by fome, and em- 
braced by numbers. 

Do not thefe things, my breth- 
ren, Clearly evince the neceflity, 
and ftrikingly difplay the vaft im- 
portance, of acting conformably 
to the divine orders now under 
confideration ? 

When the all important faith 
of the gofpel is thus varioufly and 
virulently attacked—when Satan 
and all his legions of devils, and 
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numerous hofts of our fellow-crea- 
tures, are employing all their 
power, and all their policy, in | 
making their combined and fepa- 
vate efforts, to fhake our coznfi- 
dence in the truth—to draw cr 
drive us from it—to propagate all 
manner of errors and delufions, 
and to pour in upow us a flood of 
the moft open and daring infideli- 
ty ; and ail this, with threaten- 
ing appearances of unufual fuc- 
cefs ; 1s it not high time for us, 
to exert ourfelves in the ccc 
tion of our matter’s commands 

Does not fuch a tate 
leudly admonith us, 
peculiar motives, to 


and exhibit 
watch our 
lucarts, and to look well to our 
wayo—to § guard acainft and la- 
bor to efcape or baffle all the ar- 

tifices of the enemy 3 and particu- 
tarly, to take heed, that we do 
not give them any advantage by 
our own errors and mifconduét— 
to ftand faft in the feith ourfelves, 
and to watch over, exhort, in- 
itruct, encourage and ftrengthen, 
and, if need be, to warn and re- 
prove, one another—to prepare 
and fo-tify our owa and one ano- 
ther’s minds, for bearing, with 
fortitude and equanimity, falfe 
accufations, reproach and con- 
tempt, loffes and fufferings, and to 
act the man in defence of the 
truth, by nobly fuftaining what- 
ever fhame, difyrace, or pain, we 
may be called to endure, in vin- 
dication of the faith once deliv- 


of iia 
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1¢ {pirit and 
the of the pure do¢trines of 

e gofpel, and to its holy and 
besicwolenl precepts ? Would not 
this probably have greater influ- 
ence, than athoufand mere verbal 


| arguments, to convince unbeliev- 


ers, to uphold the truth, 


to fubvert 


ered to the faints; as alfo, to | 


take pains in furnifhing ourfelves 
and one another, with proper ar- 
guments tobe employed in fup- 
port of the truth, » occafions 
may require? Aud does it not 
efpecially become us, to exhibit 
in real wed the genuine 
and divin 
tianity, »y a converfation aud 
practice fleaddy aud univerfally 


tet teens 


n: ature 


cell sence of re: al Chrif- 


and to 
fourd its 


con nemies ? 

When we fee how determined 
the ene: ny arc—how refolute and 
perfevering, flraining every nerve 
and fparing no pains or expenie, 
the truth, to propa- 
gate all manver of error, falfchood 
and delufion, mange: and licen- 
tioufnels, and to ered a: id fupport 
the ftandard of infidel: ity, let us be 
excited to act with as great refo- 
lution and firmnefs, and fhow 
ourfelves as ready and determined, 
to encounter every difiiculty, and 
to {pare uo labor, pains or expenfe, 
which may be found neceffary, to 
counteract thei nefarious defigns, 
to uphold and promote among 


‘ ourfelves the religion of Jefus 


Chritt, to cranfuiie’ it to our pof- 
terity, aud to contribute to the 
fuccefsful propagation of the gof- 
pel and fubverlion of Satan’s king- 
dom, throughout the worid. 

Asa further excitement let it 
be added: 

3. There is no fufficient ground 
for difeouragement or difhearten- 
ing fear, w ith re fpect to the caufe 
of Chrift generally confidered, or 
to our own falvation in particular, 
in cafe we are faithful. For He, 
under whofe banner we fight, is 


| King of kings, and Lord of lords, 


and will certainly conquer all his 
enemies, and obtain the full de- 
fire of his heart. And in cafe we 
are fincere and hearty in the caufe, 
and act agreeable to his initruc- 
tions, we have fufficient grounds 
to expect all needful divine affift- 
ance and fupport, and an iffue hap- 
py and glorious even to ow felves. 
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Mercy and grace for feafona ble 
help will not be withheld, if we 
feek and pray for it as we ought, 
with conftancy and perfeverance. 
For we have a creat high prieft, 
who hath paffed into the heavens, 


' 


Revival of Relig 





Jefus, the Son of God, ard may 
therefore core boidly, with frece | 
! 
dom and confidence, to the threre ' 
of may ebtam 
mercy, and find grace to help in 
time of necd. God’s fait! fulnefs 
is engaged, not to fuffer his peo- 
ple to be tempted above that ther 
sha 


eri 


that we 


grace, 


are able, but with 


tempt: be 
alfo, to make 





away to efcape, 
that they may be able 


He hath promifed ; 
never leave nor t] 

that they may boldly fay 
Lord is our helper, and we wil 
not fear what man fhail do unto 
us. All thirgs work together 
for their good. Neither death, 
nor life, nor principalities, nor | 


that he will | 


q 
rice 1cm 


to bear it. | 
lo i 


a 3 


> he 


powers, nor things prefent, nor | i 


things to come, nor height nor | 
depth, nor any other creature, | 


fhall be able to feparate them 
from the love of God, which is 
in Chritt Jefus our Lord. And 
he that overcometh, as every fin- | 
cere friend and faithful fervant of | 
Chrift, to whom fuch great and | 
precious promifes are made, moit 
certainly will, fhail poffefs a glo- 
rious eternal reward in the world | 
to come: he fhall inherit all things, 
and God himfelf will be his God, 
and he fhall be his fon. 

Such abundant e: ncouragement, 
fuch animating motives, to watch, 
to ftand faft in ing faith, to 8 

ourfelves like men, and be {trong 
—fuch great dnd precious prom- 
ifes of all needful affiftance and 
fupport, in fighting the good | 
fight of faith, have we, in cafe we | 
are hearty in the causie, and of ' 
final victory and a glorious eter- | 

ual reward! But if notwithfand- | 


l the Gre 


| ing earnellly 


‘ the work of the Lord; 
‘red, that, if we are fo, our labor 
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ing our profeffion and vifible re- 
lation to Chrift, we are deftitute 
of the faith which worketh by 
love, and, inftead of overcoming, 

are ourfelves finally overcome by 
Satan, fin and the world, we fhail 
not only fall tnort of the crown 
of life and glory, but, morcover, 
have our part with the enemies of 
at King, in the eternal 
torments to which they are re- 
ferved. For Chrift will certainly 
conquer and reign, and put abl 
enemies under his fect. And what 
more can be faid, or what more 


' can be needful, oy. way of motive, 


to excite us to watch and pray 
always, looking ia igently ledt 
any of us fail of the erace of 
God ? What more can be necef 
fary, to call up all our active pow- 
ers to ever} |, RRopes exertion, in 
ftriving againtt fin, and contend. 
for the faith once 


| delivered to the faints, and apply- 


ing to the Aliligen t and faithful 
difcharge of the duties incumbent 
on us, in our re{pe ive characters, 
{lations and departments, wheth- 
er as private Chriftians, or as paf- 
tors and teachers, who are bound 
to watch for the fouls of others, 
as well as for our own, azd to 
fiand forward and perform a dif- 


_ tinguifhed part for the defence 


and propagation of the gofpel ? 
Let us, then, be ftcdfait, un- 

moveable, always abounding in 

well affu- 


will not be in vain in the Lord. 


ASTHENES. 





of a Revival of Re 
ligion in the town of HALIFAX, 
Vermont, communicated to the 
Editors by the Rev. Fase En- 
son, Paflor of the church in 
that town. 











j 
it 


~~”) a a 
F- = 


ee EN 


ee ae 





| r 
ie it 
! 
Sia 
’ 4 
t F i 


iy 
>, f 
a 
; : 
‘ 4 
? 7 
| } ; 
ah 
ta 
see & 
fe | 
ee 


188 Revival of Religion in Halifax. [ Nox. 


GENTLEMEN, 

ITH pleafure and edifica- 
tion I read your inftruc- 
tive Evangelical Magazine; and 
think it calculated for the promo- 
tion of religion, by throwing 
light upon the doétrines of grace, 
and containing fo much religious 
intelligence, animating and en- 
couraging to the friends of Zion, 
and conviétive to her enemies. 
Whether the following account 
of the revival of religion in this 
place will be conducive to the 
fame end, is fubmitted with dei- 

erence. 7 
There appeared to be a grow- 
ing ferioufnefs and folemnity in 
our public affemblies, from the 
time of my ordination, which was 
in O@ober 1796, from which I 
took great encouragement, that 
God was about to vifit us with 
a fhower of divine grace, months 
before any thing very particular 


y appeared. It worked a long time 


like a fecret fire; many hearts 
burnt within them, before they 
made their minds known to each 
ether, thinking they were alone. 

The firft vifible appearances of 
a revival began in the church ; 
profeffors feemed to awake from 
their ftupidity and coldnefs, and 
to {peak freely one to another 
upon the things of religion. A 
fpirit of prayer and fupplication 
was poured upon them—they be- 
gan to meet for religions confer- 
ences, and an rib: fervency 
and engagednefs appeared ; and 
the attention of two or three, 
who had entertained a hope for 
feveral years, was called up.— 
From this time, there began to be 
a vifible fhaking among the dry 
bones; and a few individuals 
were raifed to fpiritual life.— 
About the fame time, a young 
woman, belonging to a neighbor- 


ing parif', very fondof the vain 








amufements of youth, grew un. 
eafy with them, but could not tell 
why, and refufed, though ear- 
neftly folicited, to join in them, 
She formed a refolution to come 
to Halifax, without being able to 
give any fatisfaétory reafon ; and 
did it againft the feelings and 
earneft folicitations of the family 
with whom fhe lived.—She foon 
found what her bufinefs was ; the 
very firft Sabbath, (April 29, 
1798) I preached from Matt. xi. 
28. Come unto me all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you ref. The preaching 
feemed truly, to be accompanied 
with the demonflration of the Spirit 
and of power. I faw this perfon, 
then a ftranger to me, in tears, 
and deeply affeed.—-Many were 
powerfully taken hold of, and be- 
gan to feel fin, in reality, to be a 
great burden. It was the moft 
folemn day that ever I beheld, I 
fhall never forget it. 

The fpirit feemed to come like 
a rufhing, mighty wind, to melt, 
the fouls of God’s dear children, 
to caufe finners to tremble, ftub- 
born wills to bow, and hard hearts 
to relent, Many reccived impref- 
fions, which never left them, till 
their hopeful converfion, Num- 
bers flocked to Chrift as a cloud 
and as doves to their windows ; 
fifteen were received the next 
communion, twenty-one the com- 
munion following, about fixty in 
the whole. The perfons who 
were fubjefis of the awakening 
were of different ages, from above 
fifty, down to fifteen years. 

The work in thofe who were 
made the happy ye of it, 
was remarkably free from enthu- 
fiafm and diforder, accompanied 
with a great fenfe of the evil na- 
tureoffin. They were led to fee 
themfelves entirely deflitute of 
any righicoufnefs of their own to 
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recommend them to God; that 
they were totally depraved, de- 
ferving nothing from God, but ev- 
erlafting mifery, and entirely de- 
pendent on fovereign grace, which 
plucked them as brands from the 
burning. The doctrines of grace, 
to which fome of them had been 
particularly oppofed, became fweet 
and ravifhing do€trines. CGod’s 
way appeared the beft way, aud 
they were led to admire the riches 
of free grace in his Son, 
One inftance fomewhat fingu- 
lar, may be worthy of note. A 
man naturally fteady in his life and 
converfation, who remained an 
attentive obferver til near the 
clofe of the awakening, without 
auy particular operation upon his 
mind, going one day out of town 
upon bufinefs and on a law alter- 
cation, it turned in his mind the 
bible was the beft law book, the 
eternal rule of right between. man 
and man. ‘This occurred to his 
mind, frequently, when going 
home, and when he retired, but he 
felt no alarming convi¢tion of fia; 
he awaked ae do day with the 
imprefon ruaning in his mind, 
the bible is the beft law book. He 
arofe and made a fire; and while 
he fat meditating upon this im- 
preffion, all on a, fudden. his foul 
was. filled with raptures, and ¢ ere 
he was aware, like the chariots of 
Aminidab,’ he beheld fuch glory 
and beauty in the divine character, 
as he.could not defcribe, and his 
mouth was.immediately filled. with 
praife. Though naturally {till 
wad-of few words, his wife told 
me, fhe was waked by his- praif- 
ing God in loud ftrains. He im- 
mediately. fet up family duties, 
and continued in this {weet-and 
comfortable frame of mind. for 
a confiderable time without think- 
ing of its being a change of heart. 
But finding his foul filled with 
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leve to God, drawn forth with 
peculiar affeGion towards the 
brethren, a moft earneft defire for 
the falvation of precious fouls, 
that he had a peculiar relifh for 
the word, took delight in the du. 
ties of religion, and had a great 
defire to come to the ordinances ; 
he was led to hope he had hecome 
2 new man, offered himfelf, and 
was admitted to the church, where 


he has adorned his profeffion. 


Thofe who came forward, have 


in general, continucd to give fa- 


tisfaQtory evidences in their lives 
and eonverfation, that they be~ 
came true converts. But we 
have had a time of trial, a fifting 
time, aud were ready to conclude 
God had forfaken us for abufing 
fuch diftinguifhed mercies. But 
blefied be God be is awakening 
fome from their flumbers ; there 
appears again to. be more fe- 
rioninefs among us, feveral have 
of late met with comfort, and 
fome others are under very deep 
imprefions, Among: thofe who 
have of late come forward, there 
ig one very remarkable inftance of 
the power of divine grace. She 
isa woman, cenfideraply paft the 
middle age of lite. and: was a vie 
olent oppofer: ta the former awa- 
kening ; tried to binder her huf- 
bayid who was then a fharer, fron» 
coming forward ; oppofed: him in: 
family. duties, and every. thing: 
good: and ferious, making his life 
exceedingly. uncomfortable. She- 
fhewed the utmoft fpite again 
all who appeared engaged: in the: 
work, and: would rage as though 
fhe wanted: means to vent her ma« 
lice,. She would not attend meet» 
ing, nor read the bible or any 
good book, But fhe has) found 
God to be ftronger than herfelf, 
and for feveral mouths hes been 
under moft pungent conviction, 
perhaps, in fome meafure accords. 
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ing to her manifeft oppofition. 
All her wickednefs, bitternefs, en- 
mity and rage, appeared to her to 
be pointed directly againft God. 
It pricked her to the heart ; her 
iniquity feemed greater than fhe 
could bear : the pains of hell gat 
hoid of her, and fhe was ready 
to give upin defpair. Her necef- 
fity was thetimeof God’s mercy ; 
he made bare his almighty arm, 
plucked her as a brand from the 
burning, brought her into the 
glorious liberty of the gofpel, and 
gave her to tafte the {weets of re- 
deeming love. Her temper and 
conduct appeared entirely chan- 
ged, and the vifible alteration in 
her, is as great as ever I beheld in 
any perfon. She has a great fenfe 
of the evil of her conduct, and 
cannot fpeak of it without tears: 
This is her view of it, to ufe her 
own expreflions, fhe was aéiuated 
by the very fpirit of the infernals. 
She told me, that when under 
deep conviction, fhe thought it 
utterly impoflible for her ever to 
get rid of her enmity towards par- 
ticular perfons ; but the firft of 
her beginning to take hope, and 
encouragement, was from finding 
thefe feelings wholly gone, and 
her foul melted into love and ten- 
dernefs. She afcribes all to free 
fovereign grace, admiring the 
goodnefs, forbearance, long fuf- 
fering and tender mercy of God, 
in bowing her will, as the ttood 
out againil light and conviction, 
till his all-conquering grace over- 
powcred her. 

Hereby, fhe has found peace 
and comfort ; happinefs is reftor- 
ed to the family, and joy and 
giadnefs revived in the hearts of 
God’s children. In many in- 
ftances the power of divine grace 
has been fo itrikingly difplayed as 
to be clearly evincive, that it is 
the work of God, 
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I am, Gentlemen, with con. 
fiderations of efteem, Yours, &c, 
Jesse Epsoy. 


Halifax, (V.) Aug. 12, 1802. 
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ORDINATION OF THE Rey, 
James W. Woopwarp. 


At a Meetirg of the North Confo- 
ciation of Hartford County, hol. 
den at Windfor, September 28th, 
4. D. 1802. 

A communication was made to 
the Confociation, from the Truf- 
tees of the Miflionary Society of 
Conneéticut, in the words follow. 


Ing, Viz. 


“© At a Meeting of the Truftecs of 
the Miffionary Society of Con- 
neicut, at Hartford, September 
1, 4. D. 1802. 

“ Voted, That the North Con- 
fociation of Hartford County, to 
be convened at Windfor the 28th 
day of inftant September, be re- 
quefted to ordain Mr. Fames W. 
Woodward, a candidate for the 
miniftry, to the work of the gof- 
pel miniftry, particularly as an 


| Evangelift, to itinerate as a _mif- 


fionary ; and that His Honor 


| Joun Treapwetr, Efq. and 


the Rev. Meffrs. Nathan IV il- 


_liams, dD. v. Benjamin Trumbull, 
|p. D. Cyprian Strong, Nathan 
| Sérong, D. D. and Nathan Per- 
| kins, D. D. be requetted to attend 





as a delegation from this Board, 
and affift in the ordination of the 
faid Mr. Woodward, if upon ex- 
amination he fhould be judged 
qualified for the work ; any two 
of the above named delegation to 
be a quorum to a& on behalf of 
the Board. | 
A true Copy of Record, 
Attett 
Ape Fuint, Secretary,” 











Ve 
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In compliance with the above 
vequeft, the Confociation pro- 
ceeded to examine Mr. Wood- 
ward, and gaining full fatisfac- 
tion as to his qualifications for 
the miniftry, and his views in en- 
tering on the work, unanimoufly 
voted to ordain him as an Evan- 
gelift. 

Voted, That the ordination fo- 
lemnity be attended to, to-mor- 
row morning at 10 o’clock ; and 
that the feveral parts of the pub- 
lic fervice be performed by the 
following perfons, The Rev. 
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Abel Flint, to read the neceffary | 
papers ; the Rev. Nathan Per- | 


tins, D. D. to make the intro- 
ductory prayer ; the Rev. Fofeph 


make the confecrating prayer ; 
the Rev. Aaron Church to give 
the charge; the Rev. David 


j 
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The addrefs t6 the candidate, 
Mr. Wathburn, at the requeft of 
the Editors, has communicated 
for the Magazine, and it is here 
fubjoined. 


Dear Brotuer, 

THE fituation in which you 
this day ftand, is interefting and 
folemn. The King of Zion is 
now prefent in the inflituted au- 
thorities of his church ; before 
whom you have prefented your- 
felf to receive commiffion, ac- 
cording to divine inftitution, to 
preach the gofpel, and difpenfe 
the myfteries of the kingdom of 
God, to perifhing finners. The 


| eye of God is upon you—He dif- 
Wafbburn to preach the fermon ; | 
the Rev. Nehemiah Prudden to ' 


‘ 


Af‘Clure to give the right hand | 
of fellowfhip; and the Rev. Na-- 


than Strong, D. D. to make the 


concluding prayer. 


On Wedneiday Sept. 29th, 


The Rev. Fames WV. Woodward, 
in purfuance of the above vote, 
was folemnly confecrated to the 
work of an Evangeliit. 

Certified by 

Aset Fuint, 
Regifter of the Confociation. 
Mr. Wa/bburn preached a fer- 


mon well adapted to the occafion | 


from Pfalm viii. 2. The object 
ofthe difcourfe was to fhow the 
unpromifing fituation of the 
church with refpeci to their ene- 
mies, as viewed by aneye of fenfe; 
—the ground of confidence we 
have that tho weak and impotent 
as babes, they shall finally prevail ; 
—and to polit out fome of the 
principal ways in which they have 
been, and will fill be enabled to 
withitand temptation or oppofi- 
ion, and ftill the enemy, 


cerns all your views—ail your mo- 
tives in thus prefenting yourfelf. 
The folemn fcene is alfo witneffed 
by men and angels ; and your or- 
dination vows, now to be made, 
in this facred houfe, will be re- 
giftered in Heaven. May the 
Lord fupport you in the folemn 
tranfaction—enable you to be 
deeply humble, and _fincerely, 
cheerfully, and unrefervedly, to 
devote yourfelf to the important 


| work to which you are called ! 





———— 


The fubject, my Brother, which 
we have been contemplating, muit 
have interefted your feelings, and 
fuggelted important thoughts, 
applicable to your fituation in 
view of the work before you. 
It muft have fuggefted that the 
work which you defire, 1s a good 
work, and honorable. ‘To be 


_ commiiffioned to carry the light of 





life to the ignorant and benighte 

—to preach good tidings to the 
meek—to bind up the broken 
heasted—to proclaim liberty to 
the miferable captives of Satan, 
and the opening of the prifon to 
them that are bound, 2nd in this 
way be inftrumental in the hand of 
God, to itill the enemy and aveu- 
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ty how good the work: How | 
onorable the employinent { You | 
will doubtlefs, in this view, adopt, 
with humility and thankfaliefs, 
the words of the apoltle, “ unto 
me, who am lefs than the leait of 
all faints, in this grace given, that 
¥ fhould preach among the Gen- 
tiles, the unfearc riches of 
Chrift.”’ 

But the work, tho’ good and 
honorable, is great and arduons. 
You muft expect, in the profecu- 
tion of it, to meet with peculiar 
difficulties and trials. You wilt | 
experience oppofition from within 
and without. You will be tricd, 
and oppofed by the remainmg 
corruptions of your own heart— 
by the pafitons and prejudices of 
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unreafonable men—by the alhrr- | 
ing vanities, and diftratting cares | 
of the world—by the threatening 
prevalence of profanity, infidelity 
ant irreligion—and by the fubtle | 
devices and artful machinations of | 
the grand enemy and avenger. | 

But be not difcouraged. Go | 
forth in the name and ftrength of | 
the Lord Jefus—give no- place to | 
the devil—maintain your ground | 
as a good foldicr, under the great | 
leader aud captain of our falva- 
tion. Letnonecfthefe things move 
youy neither count your own life | 
dear unto you, fo that you miay | 
finifh your courfe with joy, and | 
the miniftry you this day receive 
of the Lord Jefus, to teftity the 
gofvel of the grace of God. At 
all times realize your dependance 
and truit only in him who is able 
out of the mouth of babes, to 
ordain ftrength. 

Let me‘add, that would you 
hope to be accepted of God and 
fucceeded in your work, to be 
made an inftrument to itill the en- 
enty and avenger and build up the 








kiagdom of youmult view, 
all-the duties whieh tavebeen fug- 
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gefted by our fubject, a8 incum. 
bet on Chriftians, to bé peculiar. 
ly incumbent on you. See to it, 
therefore, in thé firft place, that 
jot be much in prayét. You will 
not have great fuccefs in oppofing 
tlie ¢nemiy, nor in corfiforting and 
edifying God’s children ;_nor will 
you have comfort and peace in 
your own mid undef trials, unlefs 
you are aman of prayer. 

Where can you go for counfel, 
comfort and diréGtion, under the 
trials of the minifter, and the pecu- 
lar trials and moré arduous labors 
of the miffionary, who has the 
cate of many churches and the 
oppofition of many and peculiar 
énémies+-where ean you go but 
unto God ? You vill by your fit- 
uation, be deprived of the counfel 
and advice of your fathers and 
brethren in the miniftry, when 
you may feel that they are pecu- 
lrarly defirable, and needful ; but 
you will not be deprived of the 
prefence of God. He will be 
ready to hear, if you feek to him, 
and to give you counfeland com- 
fort from his word, through the 
teaching and influence of his Spi- 
rit. Improve therefore the pre- 
cious privilege, and be much in 
prayer. 

Be confiftent ao in your con- 
feffion of Chrift. Maintain a ho- 
ly walk and converfation, and 
pray that you may not deftroy 
the fouls of others, nor bring a 
reproach upon the facred office, 
by a looft and unholy life. «Let 
no man defpife thy youth ; but 
be thou an example of the belie- 


vers in word, in converfation, in 


charity, in fpirit, in faith, in puri- 
ty.” Give attendance to reading 
—efpecially the word of God: 
That contains your inftructions, 
and is your'principal armor. Be 
therefore familiar with it. ‘ 
Be faithful alfo in preaching” 
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the gofpel, wherever you are cal-| you fhall be called—give you 
led. Declare the whole counfel | ftrength according to your day— 
of God. Keep back nothing.— | and perfe& ftrength out of your 
Fear not to let the whole char- | mouth to ftill the enemy and aven- 
acter of God come out to view.— | ger—May the blefling of many 
Fear not to let the real character, | ready to perifh, come upon you, 
and entire dependence of fin-| and may you have many fouls, 


ners be known. While youchoofe | who fhall be feals of your minif- 
acceptable words, carefully avoid | try, and the crowns of your re- 
that temporizing /pirit which would | joicing in the day of the Lord 
Jefus. Amen. 


conceal the fearching and humbling 
truths of the gofpel under fpe- 
cious coverings. How many, 
alas! in this way, handle the 
word of God deceitfully ! The 
words of fuch ftill not the enemy, 
neither do they difpleafe, becaufe 
they ftrike not at the foundations 
of his kingdem. Remember, 
Brother, to guard you from un- 
faithfulnefs in this refpect, to 
which there are fo many tempta- 
tions from the fear of man, and a 
regard to popular applaufe—re- 
member that you are a dying man, 
andthat you preach todying men. 
Shortly you mutt ftand at the bar 
of God, and give an account of 
your flewardfhip. Remember that 
there will probably, be many. un- 
faithful minifters at the left hand 
of Chrift at his appearing, whofe 
guilt will be awfully aggravated. 
The blood of fouls will be requir- 
ed at their hands. But we hope 
better things of you, Brother ; 
yea we have a charitable confi- 
dence in you. We hope and trutt 
that the grace of God is in your 
heart ; and that it is and will con- 
tinue to be your prayer, that you 
may be faithful. This is the 
prayer of God’s people, this day. 
We commend you to God and 
the guidance of his Spirit ; and 
we will continue to commend you. 
- We will remember you in our 
prayers, when you. fhall be gone 


fn Addrefs to the Churches and 





Congregations, from the Congre- 
gational Miffionary Society, orig- 
inated in the counties of Berk- 
JSrire and Columbia. 


BreTuHReEN and FrienDs, 
HE obje& which the Soci- 


ety has in view is no lefs 


| than the advancement of the king- 


dom of Chrift in the extenfive 
new fettlements of our country, 
and among heathen nations,— 
The profpeéts of fuccefs at the 
time of the inftitution of this So- 


| ciety, in the year 1798, were 


doubtful. The number was then 
{mall, confifting of- about twenty 
minifters, and a few ferious breth- 
ren of the churches, and others 
benevolently difpofed. They were 
deftitute of funds, except their 
own entrance money, nor had 
they any where to look, for pe- 
cuniary aid, but to the charity 
of the people. 

Notwithftanding all difcourage- 
ments, the fociety refolved to 
make efforts to carry into effec 
the great end which it contem- 
plated, trufting the event in the 
hand of the head of the church. 
As Chrift is always pleafed 
with endeavors of this nature, 
the fociety took courage, and 
the efforts have been fuccefs- 





from us to the fieldof your arduous 


labors. May the Lord be with 


you, wherever in his Providence, ' ity, in contribyting for the fup- 
Vou. IIT. No. 5. Bb 


| ful. Individuals and congrega- 
| tions have been excited to liberal- 
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port of Miffionaries; and Mif- 


fionaries have been induced to 
undertake the arduous work, 
with but a bare fupport. 

The Miffionaries from this fo- 
ciety, have been fent chiefly to 
the new fettlements, lying welt- 
ward of thefe northern States.— | England States. The moft of 
- Their inftructions from the Truf- | the peoplein that great tra@ are, 
tees have beeny to travel from | by their circumftances, deprived 
place to place; preach to fuch | of the preaching of the gofpel. 
people as cannot obtain preach- ; Their children are liable to grow 
ing for themfelves ;-confer with |. up in ignorance of religion, and 
people, publicly and privately, | forgetfulnefs of the holy fabbath. 
on the things of religion ; form And even your neighbors aad 
churches, and adminilter the or- ; friends, who emigrate in middle 
dinances, when they judge prop- | age, are liable, gradually to lofe 
er ; and in fine, to do every thing | the religious impreflions, and the 
in their power to build up Zion. | habits of ferioufnefs, which they 

Journals of the labors and fuc- | contraéted under the peculiar ad- 
cefs of the Miffionaries have been | vantages of the older fettlements 
duly exhibited to the Truftces. | of the country. Chriftians, {cat- 
By thefe, and by verbal informa- | tered abroad in the new country, 
tion, as well as by many affec- | are mourning under thefe evils ; 
tionate and grateful letters from | and praying the Lord of the har- 
the people in the new fettlements, | veft to fend forth laborers into his 
it appears, that their labors have | harvelt. 
been abundant, and fuccefs en- The condition of thefe emi- 
couraging. They have preached | grants, confidered in a religious 
almoft daily, attcuded many con-| view, is unhappy, and calls on 
ferences, and church-meetings, | youtoimbibe the feelings of acom- 
adminiftered the ordinances fre-! paflionate friend, and to exprefs 
quently, and collected churches. | them by contributing 2- portion 
It appears, that much has been | of your abundance, to fend Mif- 
done to revive family religion, and | fionaries for their inftru@ion and 
to excite attention to the duties | encouragement. ‘The mite of the 
of the Lord’s day; that they | widow will, be as acceptable to 
have, in fome inftances, been in- | Chrift; as the abuudance of the 
ftrumental of promoting /pecial | rich ; and be it more or lefs that 
awakenings, which have been at- | you beflow, the whole will be 
tended with the hopeful conver- | appropriated for the benefit of 
fion of many ; by which the chur- ; your brethren in the new fettle- 
ches have been edified, and the; ments,. or for the benefit of the 
hearts of Chriflians. gladdened. heathen. 

Encouraged by thefe pleafing The experience of all paft ages 
confiderations, and. imprefled with | proves, thet preachers of the gof- 
a fenfe of the riches of divine | pel are eflential to the very exift- 
mercy, in fucceeding pait cf-| ence of religion, The people in 
forts ; the fociety feel ftrong ob- | cur new fettlements will, doubt- 
ligations to perfevere. A great | leis, gradually lofe fight of the- 
and effectual door is opened, to! gofpel, and fink into heathcnifm,. 


the weftward and elfewhere, for 
a difplay of the moft ardent zeal 
for. the glory of God, and the 
good of mankind. The territory 
of new fettlements in the weft, is 
already more extenfive, than all 
the old fettlements in the New- 
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if they, for a long time, remain 
deftitute of faithful preachers. If 
therefore, you have any regard 
for their fpiritual intereft ; if 
you wifh well to the nation, of 
which they, as_ well as you, are 
members ; if you are well wifhers 


to Zion, the city of our God, | 
| andof the Sazth Sea Lflands, are 


exert yourfelves. Your charity, 
if done with a Chriftian fpirit, 
will be returned to you an hun- 
dred fold. Open, therefore your 
hearts and your hands. Is it a 
great thing, out of your abun- 
dance, to part with a little, for 
the glory of Him, who gives you 
all things? Be perfuaded to do 
fomething, that your brethren in 
the wildernefs, and, if pofhble, 
even their heathen neighbors, 
may-have a fhare with you in -the 
riches of Chritt. 

The gofpel is the greateft ex- 
ternal favor, that God ever be- 
ftowed on finful men, It curbs 
corrupt paflions—meliorates fav- 
age ferocity—forms men into har- 
monjous fociety, and lays a broad 
foundation for peace and happi- 
nefs. It exhibits a fyflemof truth, 
fuited to enlarge the undériland- 
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ing, and give pleafure to the be- | 


nevolent heart. It tenders a par- 
don to the guilty, and points-out 
the way to eternal life. Thofe 
therefore, are doing the greatett 
poffible kindnefs to their fellow 
men, who are ufing the beit means 
to propagate the gofpel. 

in the prefent day great efforts 
are made to {pread the knowledge 
of the Redeemer among mankind. 
More, perhaps, has been dene for 
this purpofe, within the laft five 
or fix years, than in half a centu- 
ry before. Mi£ffionary Societies 
have been formed in various parts 
of Europe, calculated for very 
extenfive operations. A number 


of focieties are lately formed in 
Liberal contributions 


America. 


| 
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have been made, on both fides of 
the Atlantic. Miffionaries are 
now abroad in various parts ef 
the world, preaching the gofpet 
of Jefus Chrift. Poor blacks in 
Africa, ignorant Hottentots on the 
Cape of Good-Hope, and the mifer- 
able ivihabitants of the Ea/?-Indies 


hearing the gofpel from the voice 
of Miffionaries. American Mif- 
fionaries are laboring in the new 
fettlements, where there is con- 
tinual need of a much greater 
number. * The harveft is plen- 
teous and the laborers are few.’’ 
Several are among the Indian 
tribes, and there, the field is al- 
moft boundlefs. 

‘The work which is thus be- 
gun, isa great and good work. 
It has taken place, as we conceive, 
in confequence of the late effu- 
fions of the Holy Spirit, both in 
Europe and America. And while 
God’s Spirit is poured out, it is 
hoped, that a ftandard will be 
fupported againit the enemies of 
Chrift’s kingdom. 

“The great body of men confift- 
ing of Miffiouaries, members of 
focieties, and other benefactors, 
are united in one caufe: The 
caufe is the difplay of the glory 
of.the ever “bleffed God, in the 
falvation of finful men. 

Arife, Brethren, and come for- 
ward to the help of the Lord againft 
the mighty, who with to blot out 
the Chriitian name. Be anima- 
ted in this glorious caufe : Joii 
with thofe who are on the Lord's 
fide : Open your bountiful hands, 
to promote the great defign: 
Open your hearts to embrace the 
gofpel ; and pray fervently, that 
the knowledge of our Saviour 
may fpread through all parts of 
our nation, through the Indian 
tribes, and through the world. 
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An Account of Miffionary Labors. 
THE Rev. Beriah Hotchkin 


went ona Miffion in the Summer 
of 1798, in the county of Onta- 
rio and its vicinities ; was abfent 
58 days, rode 646 miles, and 
preached 41 Sermons. 

The Rev. Fofeph Badger, went 
on a Miffion, at the fame time to 
the Sufquehannah country ; was 
abfent 90 days, rode 935 miles, 
preached 67 times, formed one 
church, adminiftered the Lord’s 
Supper once, admitted 2 members 
into the church, and baptized 12 
children. 

The Rev. Fofeph Avery went 
on a Miffion in the Summer of 
1799; to the county of Ontario ; 
was abfent 13 weeks, rode 1026 
miles, preached 45 fermons, at- 
tended 32 religious conferences, 
formed one church, attended the 
examination of 44 perfons for ad- 
miffion to the churches, admitted 
16 into churches, baptized 10 
adult perfons, and 45 children. 

In the Fall of 1799, he fpent 13 
weeks on a Miffion to the county 
of Ontario and its vicinities ; 
preached 50 fermons, attended 
28 religious conferences, and 8 
church meetings ; gathered one 
church, examined 6 perfons for 
admiffion to the churches, admit- 
ted g members, baptized 29 per- 
fons, and adminiftered the facra- 
ment of the Lord’s fupper 3 
‘times. 

In the beginning of the year 
1800, Mr. Abiel Fones, a candi- 
date preacher, fpent 4 weeks in 
the county of Ontario; preach- 
ed 24 fermons, attended feveral 
conferences, and performed other 
Miffionary labors. 

_ The Rev. Samuel Fuller, in the 
beginning of the year 1800, ferv- 
ed.12 weeks in the counties of 


Onondaga, Cayuga, and their 





vicinities ; rode 707 miles, preach. 
ed 56 times, attended 11 confer- 
ences, examined 14 perfons for 
church-memberfhip, formed one 
church, adminiftered the facra. 
ment of the Lord’s fupper once, 
and baptized two adults, and 14 
children. 

In the Summer of 1800, the 
Rev. David Perry labored 13 
weeks in the weftern country, 
rode 1200 miles, preached 106 
times, attended 7 religious con- 
ferences, adminiftered the Lord’s 
{upper 3 times, colleéted one 
church, baptized 26 perfons, and 
taught from houfe to houfe. 

In the Summer of 1800, the 
Rev. Nathaniel Turner ferved as 
a Miffionary 8 weeks, in the State 
of Vermont 3 rode 770 miles, 
preached 58 times, attended 3 
church meetings and three con- 
ferences; baptized 11 perfons, 
formed one church, and affiited 
in uniting two {mall churches in 
one. 

At the fame time, the Rev. 
Timothy Woodbridge ferved as a 
Miffionary 8 weeks, to the Wet 
of, Lake George, from whofe 
journal it appears, that he rode 
421 miles, preached 33 times, 
made 17 family vifits, formed one 
church, adminiftered the Lord’s 
fupper once, and baptized 7 chil- 
dren. 

Mr. Woodbridge, the winter fol- 
lowing, performed 12 weeks more 
of miffionary fervice, in the fame 
country, rode 435 miles, preach- 
ed 49 times, made ten family vif- 
its and 3 fchool vifits, and bapti- 
zed one child. 

In the winter of 1801, Mr. 
Abiel Fones ferved 8 weeks in the 
weftern country, rode 300 miles, 
and preached 36 fermons. 

Inthe fummer of 1801, Rev. 
Aaron Bafcom performed a miflicn 
of 12 weeks in the weftern parts 
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. of the State of New-York, rode | Mr. Porter and Mr. Harrower 

: $61 miles, vifited 159 families, | have been or now are employed 
baptized 7 perfons, attended 4 | in Luzerne county and parts ad- 
conferences, vilited 8 {chools, for- | joining ; Mr. Perry in Genefee ; 
med one church, and preached | and Mr. Worcefter in the North- 


102 fermons. weit part of Vermont. 
In additiontothefe miffionaries, 








A Statement of the Funds of the Congregational Miffionary Society, orig- 
inated in the Counties of Berkjbire and Columbia, and the expenditures of 
the Funds, from Fuly 1798, ‘o September 1801. 





Account of Monies received by the Treafurer. 





1798. BR. Cy 

Feb. Received entrance money from fundry members, 23 10 
Contribution from the people in Spencertown, 5 64 

Aprilto June. Entrance money from five members, 5 


Contribution from Green-River, 


$2 
Sept. Entrance moncy atd private donation, 
Contribution from New-Lebanon, 80 
Entrance money from nine members, ‘ 
A contribution from Welt. Stockbridge, 
Od. A contribution from New-Marlborough, 67 


On a fubicription for printing the Conftitution, &c. 
1799. May. A contribution from Middlefield, 

Acontribution from Chefter, 

A contribation from Pittsfield, 

A contribution from Green River, 
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86 
Auguf. From Rev. Beriah Hotchkin, colle&ed on a miflion, 68 
Sept. Entraace mency and annual dues from members, 26 96 
From Rev. Jofeph Badger, colle&ed on a miflion, fhe | 
A contribution from Lee, 19 64 
A contribution from Cornwall, (Vt.) 30 12 
From Rev. Jacob Avery, collected on a miffion, 15 90 
1800. Jan. A contribution from Sheffield, ir 67 
From Rev. Benjamin Woofter, Vermont, I 
From Rev. Jacob Catlin, collc&ed on a miffion, 13 36 
Annual due of two members, 2 
April. A contributicn from Stockbridge, 56 72 
A contribution from Richmond, 12 50 
A contribution from Spencertown, 13 43 
Sept. From Mrs. Phebe Stevens, on a donation made by Rev. 
John Stevens, deceafed, 17 
A donation from Mrs. Deane, of Richmond, 25 
A private donation, 3 
From Rev. David Perry, colle&ted on a miffion, 44 §t 
A contribution from Pittsfield, 23 7° ' 
Krom Rev. Timothy Woodbridge, colleéted on a miflion, 3 94 
‘ From Rev. Samuel Fuller, collected ona miffion, 5 62 
From Rev. Nathaniel Turner, colle&ed on a mifhon, 50 
; Entrance monies and annual dues from members, 43 
i 1801. June. A contribution from Sheffield, 12 62 
z A contribution from Stockbridge, 67 34 
July. A centributien from New-Marlborough, IL 42 
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5801. 
Sept. A contribution from Gofhen, Maff. 
Donation from Rev. Daniel Collins, 
Donation from Rev. Gideon Hawley, 
Donation from Mrs. Lydia Codner, 
From Rev. Timothy Woodbridge, colle&ted on a miffion, 
A contribution from Pittsfield, 
Entrance money and annual dues from members, 
A private donation, 
A donation from Rev. Nath. Turner, 
A donation from Elifha Lee, Efg. 


Dells. 


AN ACCOUNT 


2 
x 
8 42 
17 & 
28 
2 20 
I 
5 
698 77 


Of the expenditures of the Funds, by order of the Truftees of the Society. 


1798; 

Jay. Paid Rev. Jofeph Badger for 12 wecks miffion te Sufque- 
hannah and Chenango, his pulpit being fupplied by 
neighboring minifters, 

Ang. to Sept. 1799. Paid Rev. Beriah Hotchkin for 8 wecks miffion 
to the county of Ontario, 

Paid Roffeter & Willard for printing the conftitution, 

1799. May to Sept, Paid Rev. Jofeph Avery for 12 weeks Miflion to 
the county of Ontario, &c. his pulpit being fupplied by 
neighboring min:fters, 

Paid Rev. Ifaac Babbit for fupplying Mr. Avery’s pulpit 
one fabbath, 

a800. Jan. Paid Rev. Jacob Catlin for 12 wecks miffion to the coun- 
ty of Ontario, his pulpit being fupplied, 

Paid Rev. Samuel Fuller, for 12 weeks miflion to the 
county of Ontario, 

Paid Mr. Abiel Jones for 4 weeks miffioa to the county 
of Ontario and its vicinities, 

April. Paid Rev. Jacob Catlin for 50 pamphlets, the pofthumous 
works of Rev. John Stevens, deceafed, 

Sept. Paid Rev. David Perry for 13 weeks miffion to Onondago 
and its vicinity, his pulpit being fupplied, 

Paid Rev. Timothy Woodbridge for 8 wecks miflion to the 
weltward of Lake George, 

Otober. Paid Rev. Nathaniel Turner for 5 weeks miflionto Ver- 
mont, his pulpit being fupplied, 

1801.Sep. Paid Rev. Timothy Woodbridge for «2 weeks miffion 

to the weftward of Lake George, 

Paid Mr. Abiel Jonesto engage him on a miffion to the 

weftward, 

Paid Rev. Samuel Fuller, to engzge him on 2 miffion to the 

wettward, 

Paid Rev. Jacob Catlin for a Treafurer’s book, 


Total Received, 
Total paid out, 


D. Cc. 


39 


47 65 
18 


49 


16 67 
92 
24 


67 


492 99 
698 77 
492 99 


—_——_———— 


In Treafury, Dolls. 205 78 
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A hint to wealthy Chriftians. 
HE following thoughts are 
not addreffed to cold, for- 
mal or hypocritical profeflors, 
but to thofe who love our Lord 
Jefus Chrift in fincerity, who have 
the fame mind which was in him, 
who have his Spirit dwelling in 
them, who know in a meafure 
the terrors of the Lord,.the worth 
of immortal fouls, who have tafted 
that the Lord is gracious and who 
have fome zeal for the advance- 
ment of the Redeemer’s kingdom 
in the world. 

You cannot be infenfible, dear 
and refpected brethren, how high- 
ly you are favored. In connec- 
tion with an abundance of the 
good things of thé prefent life, 
you have alfo beftowed upon you 
the unfpeakably richer bleffings 
of the covenant of grace. Under 
an affecting fenfe of the manifold 
bleflings your heavenly Father 
hath conferred upon you, you 
have doubtlefs been led individu- 
ally to adopt the language of the 
Pfalmift and make the grateful 
enquiry, * What fhall I render 
to the Lord for all his benefits to 
me 2?” Difpofed alfo to reply in 
the language of the fame devo- 
tion, “ I will take the cup of fal- 
vation and call on the name of the 
Lord,” it is hoped the hint fug- 
gefted in thefe lines will not be un- 
acceptable to you. 

Taking the cup of falvation 
yourfelves, furely you will with to 
pledge your fellow creatures with 
the fame, and to this end, witha 
fervent importunity calling on the 
name of the Lord, you will feel 
it incumbent upon you to make 
exertions according to the ability 
with which you are furnifhed by 
a bountiful providence. 

Thro’ the kind ordering of the 
great head of the church provifionis 


made and making for fending forth 
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heralds of the everlafting gofpel 
to new and diftant fettlements and 
among the favage tribes. The 
harveift truly is plenteous but the 
laborers are few. And what pro- 
vifion is made to increafe their 
number? Are there. not pious 
youth of good genius, who long 
for an education that they may 
be prepared to go forth in the fer- 
vice ? But alas, they want the 
means—they have no ability to 
defray the expenfe. And to 
fend forth raw, undifciplined 
troops in this arduous fervice 
would tend to fink the eftimation 
of the miniftry and injure thecaufe. 

You, Chriflian gentlemen, are 
furnifhed with the means of nur- 
turing thefe promifing youth for 
the noble purpofe. And in the 
name of our adorable and benev- 
olent Jefus who for you fakes be- 
came poor that ye through his 
poverty might be rich, can a por- 
tion of your property be appro- 
priated to a more benevolent and 
important ufe ? From the mind 
which was in Chriit and the fpirit 
of his gofpel, have you not reafon 
to conclude that fuch an appro- 
priation would meet his warmeit 
approbation ? And would it not 
entitle you to a reward in the 
great day, better than thoufands 
of gold and filver ? In this way 
how many friends may you make 
to yourfelves of the mammon of 
unrighteoufnefs, that when ye fail 


they may receive you into ever- ‘ 


lafting. habitations. 

Suppofing one of you fhould 
fele€&t a youth and charge yourfelf 
with his education for the gofpel 
miniftry, and your inventory fhould 
in. confequence be one thoufand 
dollars lefs, would you have any 
reafon to regret the expenditure 
when feveral thoufands yet re- 
mained for your heirs? Behold 
the dear youth the object of your 
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benevolence through your inftru- 
mentality rendered capable of do- 
ing fervice to mankind of more 
value than many thoufands ! Hear 
him exprefs his gratitude to you 
his noble benefactor, and render 
thanks and praife to that gracious 
God who put it into your heart. 
If his labors be flated, fee a 
church built up under his minif- 
‘try, or if itinerant, behold one 
congregation after another hang- 
ing upon his lips, numbers awa- 
Aened to a fenfe of their perifhing 
condition, made acquainted with 
the glorious gofpel and led to put 
their truft in Jefus! Imagine 
thyfelf where indeed thou wilt 
fhortly be, in the prefence of thy 
glorious Redeemer above, fur- 
rounded with thefe happy fouls, 
accompanied by the honored and 
happy inftrument of their con- 
verlion, foflered and raifed up by 
thy benevolent hand ; mutt it not 


afford thy pious heart the moi | 


exquifite fatisfaction ? Canit thou 
conceive of any way in which an 
appropriation of a portion of thy 
property with the divine blefling, 
may turn to better account? 

Or if the expenfe be thought 
too heavy for thee as an indivi- 
dual, induce one or more of thy 
Chriftian brethren in fimilar cir- 
cumftances, to unite with thee and 
fo jointly carry into effect the 
grand delign. 

As you fupremely love the 
Lord Jefus Chrift and would with 
to approve yourfelves to him as 
faithful ftewards, be intreated, dear 
brethren, to take the fubjeét into 
your ferious confideration, and 
let a word to the wife be fufficient. 


PHILO. 


MISSIONARIES. 
The Rev. lex. Gillet lately re- 


Mifponaries. Poetry. 
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turned from a miffion of 4 months 
to the northern parts of Vermont, 

The Rev. Yames W. Wood. 
ward, {oon atter his ordination, 
entered ona miflion to the fouth. 
ern counties in the weftern part of 
New-York, and the northern 
counties in Pennfylvania. 

The Rev. “Fohn Willard, jan, 
has lately commenced a miffionary 
tour to the new fettlements on 
Conneticut River in the ftates of 
Vermont and New-Hampbhhire ; 
and the Rev. Samuel Leonard to 
the northern counties of Vermont. 

The other miffionaries now in 
the fervice of the Miffionary So. 
ciety of Conneticut, are Rev. 
Meifrs. Badger and Chapman in 
New-Conne€ticut ; Rev. §. Wil. 
liflon in the weftern counties of 
New-York; Rev. 7. Bufhnell 
cither in New-York fate or Ver- 
mont, and Rev. IY. F. Miller 
in the northern part of New- 
York welt of Lake Champlain. 
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POETRY. 
COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL. 


The Lord’seday Mornine. 
¥ 7 ELCOME bright Morn, with 
‘NV glad furprife, 
Which faw our bleffed Lord arife, 
And leave the prifon of the tomb, 
To rife to realms to us unknown. 


I. 


2. Friumphant thought, bleft Jefus rofe, 
And trampled o’er his crue! foes ; 

He brake the bands of death in twain, 
He lives and fhall forever reign. 


3. He fends his bleffed Spirit down, 
‘Yo fit us for a glorious crown ; 
Enlightening grace he freely gives, 
‘The finner looks to him and lives. 


4. Forever bleffed be his name, 

Forever may I fing his fame ; 

lect time more fwiftly glide along, 

That I may join the Heavenly Song. 
TACITUS. 


Donation to the Mifficnary Society of Conneticut. 


Obadiah Gore of Shefhequin, Pennfylvania, = 


3 Dolls 38 Cts. 





